Vision 2008 L%

Attractive
Christianity!

People Magnets
for Jesus!




Imagine a Christian life and witness where non-§tfains actually
phoned or Emailed yoregularly - to ask if theycould spend time
with youl

That's what REAL Christianity is all aboutvhen we live an
Attractive & Authentic — yet unconventional Chrastity - when we
Live our Life as a Mission Fieldnd
people are attracted to the Life we
have within us!

Slide # 2

When we experience the Abundant
Life that Jesus promised - and we
becomepeople magnetor Jesus :-)

| invite you to listen to my story and
vision for 2008 - as | seek to know
where the wind of God's Spirit is
blowing, and embrace an Intentional
Unconventional Christianity!

Let's discover together - some
practical steps and toolk® really
living as Salt and Light within our world!
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Slide # 03
Inspirational video: Vision and Goals — availalme\fiewingat

www. TeAtatuBaptist.com

Vi s'ion

The vision of any church
guides its activity,

‘ andsustains its life. What should the cup of water be
e o > for our community?




Vision:
a. The act or power of imagination
b. A mode of seeing or conceiving

Vision:

The vision of any church guides its activity, austains its life.
Vision:

It directs

It moves

It lives

It breathes

It comforts

It corrects

It directs

It moves
It lived

And the vision for our church should be as unigsiear fingerprints!
How is our church unique!

Who are we supposed to become?

How can we best serve our community?

There are so many other churches. One on evergidorn

What makes us different — not better — just difieP@?

There are so many needs in our world today — wéleoelld we even
try to begin!

If Jesus calls us to give a cup of water to thetle&these...

...what should a cup of watee for our community???
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The answer flows from our uniqueness, not from aopwpnother
church!

So — who are we?

What is our assignment?

Where is God at work right now?
What are we good at?

What's the next step?

The answer begins with one word...

visSlOne

And in regards to vision, Jesus said these powerbudls:

Slide # 4 — Scripture below

| know where | have come from, and | know whena lgaing!

You and | have the same Spirit of God living withis, directing,
guiding and leading our lives.

When we get in touch with the Spirit of God withkthe fills our lives
with meaning, vision and purpose.

We begin to live the Abundant Life He promises ltd+as followers!
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And it is then that we can boldly say:
| know where | have come from, ah&now wherd am going!

| know wheremy life has come from, and | know whergy life is
going!

| know where myfamily has come from, and | know where faynily
IS going.

| know where thishurchhas come from, and | know where this
churchis going!

For | know the plans | have for you, says the Lqtdns to bless you
and prosper you — and not to harm you! — to giue yduture and a
hope!

And isn’t it true when the Bible says; ‘Without eogressive vision,
the people dwell without purpose!’

And it is also true that the some
of the whole is no larger than
the sum of each individual.

Slide # 5 photo of key

Because of this truth, | want to
share something of what God is ™"
doing in my life, and also the
same things I've began to
observe in the life of others in
this church family.

Keys to how we are
experiencing the Abundant Life
Jesus promised, and becoming Salt and Light irnvould!
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And in turn, | believe that you will be encouraget strengthened to
love and serve God within the situation you findigself in today, just
as you are!

You will be encouraged to treat your life as a misdield, to step
back and allow God to do a mighty work in and tlgioyour life —
just as you are — broken or whole.

Slide # 6 — Sentence below

To live an Intentional Unconventional
Christianity!

In fact, I've learnt something about the naturéofd and the people
He uses.

| think God preferdrokenpeople.
Doesn’t that give you hope!

But even if this isn’t true, one thing | do know,that God is working
in and through my life — and | ambaokenman.

And | can’t help think about proud Jacob in Genebigpter 32.

A man who wrestled with the impact of God uponlifiesand the life
of his family,

...and after encountering God in a dramatic and dyoavay, forever
walked humbly with a limp and was a broken and hiemfan.

And because of his brokenness, and because Jasgreyzared to
wrestle with the deeper things of God and notesébtl pat answers or
instant formulas — God changed his name into Israel



And Israel became a mighty nation, from which cameLord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

All because a man became broken before almighty God

My life changed dramatically around two years agloen Debbie and
| faced a very intense and sustained attack upopersonal lives and
ministry.

| came to the
point where |
said, ‘God — |
can’'t go on like
this!’

Slide # 7 — Underlined
statement below — and
photo

| came to a
crossroad where
| had to say;
‘Something’s
got to change.
And it's either
God or me'’

CHANGE

Guess who won out!

Part of this transformation was dealing with myeingrities and the
wounds within my heart.

The deeper issues of our hearts that block us fem@iving and
experiencing the Abundant Life Jesus promised.

The areas of our character that acts as a blodkagebeing Salt and
Light — people magnets for Jesus!
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Slide # 8 — Underlined statement below — and photo

For me, this was
a profound
awakening to the
fact that
Emotionaland
Spiritual health
are inseparable
twin sisters

That | might have
had a degree of
spiritual health,
but emotionally |
had some pretty
big giants to Kkill
and echoes to silence.

And as | began to heal and reach emotional hdahécame more
aware of people around me.

People in every day life who also needed healing.
And what | found to my amazement, is that | cowdtph
And that was the launch of Debbie and my counsghmmistry.

Already we have been blessed to help literally dez#f people from
all walks of life to find emotional and spirituat¢dling and health.

| began to fulfil a dream God gave me twenty yeays,



...and began writing down the things that | had leand the
counselling keys I had discovered along my jourtoeyholeness.

Slide # 9 — Picture of book

| began to share this book 1
Foundations For Life — with

Eglcl)fle who came to me for 5@@@ U L]HE@@ 7
for lite
It contains pretty much all

the WOkahOpS, studies and Civer 100 pages of self-help, counselling
assessments to ensure resources, assessments, tests and practical keys
emotional and Spiritua| designed to set you free and give you Rock Solid
health and maturity Foundations For Lafel

An excellent resotirce for Fastors & Counsellars
And only months later, | an
getting calls from all over
Auckland — from people
wanting to come and get ™ o
help for their challenges.

Debbie and | are now

having to turn people away
as pastors, leaders and norr
Christians are asking for our time.

Indeed, next month | have been asked to make timk Available for
the 300 Baptist churches and pastors all over Neaand.

In fact | didn’t know what to do with the outdatedoks that had been
printed, so | decided to advertise them on Trade Me

To my amazement, people started buying them foregi2h!



Imagine that, people actually paying me to preadhém and disciple
them towards Christ!

You see, not only does this book contain counsgtinols and
practical keys for emotional and spiritual wholenasd health, it also
contains a Bible study on how to become a life [milgwer of Jesus!

Slide # 10 — photo below

. ; was o becams hungry; felttimd; wept
Preparing and leading a Bible study e (0 i s 18 g,
Tn a nuishell & |3 vras physieally womded; el jogwas temted to sin;
1. Beprearel 3 folt amenish.
- Prugfirthe evert wdthupeople
(o ) T T ) g j_é (please bolup the verse and vnite the amswey fiom shove beside it)
2. Lead the groug gg =

- Autipate questions e hmto draw the focs badk to fhe topis
- Thse serttence:

e ignormt
- Askurthe opirior ofithurs, you dan’t need o humre oll the wnsws

4. Condhude andvrap up
- Canchade sarh: mbeﬁnmmgmmmm
* Hrowrbayou e suhpersont lawe

Lesson One

The Lord Jesus Christ
I s first lessom of Foundatims For Life " we would Ik to immducejw e
the ‘persen” of Jesus Christ, We wall #1v ta,'g:x:h wEghty fact that Jesus is
God,md.‘aswnd?ﬁa!’svmmk H{ﬁ-; shavt tines) beamns aman
Goa'ha ereated us &2 that we can & ruayﬁ!’!’ wahi with Hin. He Ives us and
bsabi commmmi dsspmd'm.;ﬁl relatimshin.
m uwzbﬂpp ible hmwbv Hso Jesus Christ, g emmtwqy

Part it

Jesus Tived on sarth for 33 years. He was aflesh and blood person, and as such,
5. Bringitallte ahead He came face to face writh the same sont of situations we do. He felt physical PatE
: wmn;t;ﬁmh;mz‘wﬁ mﬂ\ . needs sich as lmger and thivst; He felt emotions like joy and gnef. He
;S tmach Sudy pos comfborted the devil and the powsr of sit, and He experienced ordinasy luman
: ‘?\,r‘-”‘m ’Pm‘sem‘l‘* oy — ity desites and appetites.
. D\dmpnyermdmwsnulmm 1o the conclsion.

W also Leam frow the Eible that Jesus ic God Please dravr a ineto the ooeect
varses a5 in the exanple given.
The fllowing Bible refarences eveal the nmnanity of Jesus. Lock them up,
comsider ther, and then i the list given helow, fill m the gaps
EEED enjoy (Luke 2:67 the hook of Luke (within the Bihle), chapter 2, fand
; s o , chapter 2, verses
teaching the Word of God! 7. Tharewsed the HIT" Bible for this study ~ the Hew Itematimal Verson]

Imagine people coming to us, apayingus to find out about God!
What an amazing life it is to be a follower of J&su

And part of my journey towards wholeness, has lieemeality that
God works best throudbroken vessels

Thatwhat | thought | knevabout God — was my own making.
| had misunderstood Christianity for Churchianity!

That | don’t have to be anyone else, or copy whatchurch down the
road is doing.
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And | have been challenged over a little phrasemntoned before -
that goes like this:

Slide # 11

Intcntiona
LInconventional

And this simply means that God is doingewthing in the church,
and around the world!

A new wave of God’s Spirit is sweeping across tloelavtoday — a
newmove of the Holy Spirit that knows best how toatethis world
with His awesome love and salvation.

Because what worked for the church, for Christiaand for
evangelism yesterday — will possibly nabrk today!

It means understanding that God is not old faslidpard that His
Spirit has embraced the latest in technology afttii@i— and so must
we — or at least understand this reality, suppm$é¢ who have, and

not be threatened by things we do not understand.
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It means risking offending Christians who hold tigtonto religion -
and don't like to be challenged about their belaefs doctrines.

Something | seem to have a habit of doing :-)

It means that Micromanagement Evangelism and Stredt
Fellowship is beingupplementedr at timegeplacedwith
Spontaneous and Lifestyle Mission.

This means, that while a structured homegroup mnyngill has its
place, that real fellowship and evangelism happéren we are

spontaneous in sharing Jesus, and allow Him t@use/ area of our
life as a mission field to reach the lost and enage the saved!

Slide # 12 — Statement below

It means that as Life Long Followers of Jesus,
we view our everyday life as a Mission Field!

It means breaking out of the mould of what | thotkersexpect me to
be as a Baptist minister.

It means reaching this world for Christ and usinglif@ as a mission
field.

And the results are nothing short of amazing!
When | have a couple, living together for the fast years,

...Sitting in my office last week, asking me to takerh through an
intense Christian Pre-Marriage course —

...and then perform a Christian wedding for them irrdanext year.
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And do you knowwherethey got my details and Christian testimony?

From my private Hunting and Trapping Website onitiernet!

Slide # 13

) Varmint Hunting NZ - Mozilla Firefox

File Edit Wew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

@ - [y - @ /u} ‘ﬁ http: v, hunting. ndenz.camfindesc. bkl |" b| !'|:-'C'L"‘-J‘E ‘H‘l

Yammint lHunting, NZ |

B> Your Staries ol
P> Equipment il
P> Motorbikes ‘
[> BoxTrap Plans
> Possum Fads
P> skin & Tan

P> Targets

P> skins ForSae
> Custom &Mads
P> Cool saff

B> Web Links

[>Forsale

D> Safety

P> Technical .
P> Sign Guesthook -

P> View Guestbook

PMe
P> contact Me

Dedicated to Keeping New Zealand cieansr an d Greener 1

211 Possume 16 Rabbite  1Ferret 188 PestBirds 19 Toads 1 5nake 29 Rats 5 Goate 1 Ferrel Cat
Having remove the above national pests, [ have saved our environtent from over 21 Tonnes of destroyed vegetation over the last year alone and teduced my carbon footprint by well over 200%
Tovember Tally To Date - & Pest bivds - 10 bushy possums, three Coke cans - and a Farfridge in a Fear free )

¥4

Mew: Magpie Distress Call wma (7 megs. 30 munutes continuous play)

Wy new Baby! Savage Sniper Rifle, el

You see, God takes us as we are.

To reach this community for Christ, this nationy aorkplace or
neighbourhood for Christ — we don’t haweebe— ordo anything
different!

We just have to be ourselves and understand thaketson we live
and exist — is to influence others for Christ!

And the best way to do this is to keep our moukha s

...Stop preaching with our words, and let duesdo the talking!
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Yet still knowing when it is theght time to share Jesus with our
words.

I’m wondering if you might allow me to share witbuy,

...what this means imy context, inmylife?

Slide # 14 — Photo of Pope

You see, | have a problem when itg i@ &1/
comes to meeting non-Christian s SERtEiE L=
— in that I'm a Baptist Minister! ' y

real obstacle that stops them
wanting to spend time with me.

The very titleBaptist Minister
promotes prejudice and
stereotype!

But here’s the thing — through
treatingmy life as a missign

have non-Christians contact me
each and every week — literally
asking if they can spend time with me!

And it happens as | treaty lifeasa mission field

Through my private Varmint Hunting New Zealand wefd get
over 400 non-Christian visitors each and every widdke year.

I've had over 15,000 hits since | began it in Janulais year.

If you've been to my website, you'd be able to readChristian
testimony and declaration of faith in the Lord 3=6€lnrist.
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| am reaching a group of people, an audience, aibvhg-ield - that
the traditional church would have ideaof how to evangelise!

Every week | have non-Christians email me and aslotne with me
into the bush and spend time with a crazy Bap#astqr!

This is a powerful and effective ministry to thatlo

(And just to clarify what those pesky puppets $asd week, | do not
have a criminal conviction! Fortunately | was diaaied without
conviction! :-)

Two months ago | was riding my motorbike along t@orway (and
NOT accidentally dropping 100 rounds of live amntiam onto it!)
when | noticed a bike the same as mine in thentistahead.

| caught up to the rider, waved him to stop, andtgiing to him

| said quite frankly to this man; ‘I'd like to beyr friend and go
riding with you some time.’

Slide # 15 - Photo

Last week Tony LaliL
phoned me and Wi
went for a ride in
the forest.

Tony is an atheist.

He also just spent
two hours in an
intense adrenaline
activity with a
crazy Baptist
Pastor!
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Jesus — in me - went motorbike riding with an etthe

You know what's more amazing?

Tony had a triple heart bypass operation four yagod

Slide # 16 — Photo

Recovering from surgery,
he decided there must be
more to life and he needs
to begin living again!

At 71 years of age he
bought a motorbike and
decided to learn how to
ride and scramble!

And along came a crazy
Baptist Pastor and
entered his life!

Slide # 17 — Photo
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All though my passion
for the outdoors and
website evangelism!

Our churchwebsite

also gets over 400
visitors each week from
all around the world.

Dozens of churches and
pastors use the



resources on it each and every week.
You should read some of the testimonies on thetgoek!
Now — if | got this story right, recently one ofromembers from this

church was in South Africa, and he ran into a fiiefhhis who
happens to be a pastor from Scotland.

Slide # 18- Website photo

As they were talking, the pastor asked what chotghmember
belonged to, and he told him — Te Atatu Baptistrchu

The pastor was amazed, and went on to tell abouti@oregularly
visits our church website and downloads teachinggna and
resources to use in his church in Scotland!

Evangelism and mission has changed drastically theelast decade.
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God IS doing a mighty and powerful work around wiroeld!

From sitting at my desk, | am actively involvedworld evangelism
and fulfilling the Great Commission!

We might be a small church, but we are having aajlonpact for
Jesus!

At Baptist Assembly a few weeks ago, we were chgkel to begin
thinking outside the square, and catch hold oféhe wave of God’s
spirit through out the world.

We were given a couple of very power tools thaahtwo impart to
you today, that has the ability to dramaticallymip@the way you live
your Christian life and witness.

It is simply this:

Slide # 19 — Statements below

The next time you are tempteddaticize someone, allow Jesus to
convert that criticism intgompassioh

The next time you are tempted to fdetredtowards somebody or
their lifestyle, allow Jesus to redeem that atetuttohospitality
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The next time you are tempted to foster thoughtsejudicetowards
another person or event, allow Jesus to transfoatrejudice into
prayet

You see, the beauty of this, is that each and ewmeeyof us are
tempted with attitudes and thoughtscaficism, hatredandprejudice

That's just the way we are with a fallen naturé ktrking in the
shadows.

But Jesus wants to redeem, to transform and torexguhose fallen
attitudes, and the next time you experience ortkage emotions,
allow it to be a trigger for missidn

You see, here’s how it works!

When you are driving down the road and see thaighbours lawns
haven’t been mowed for the last two months.

Your first thought might be to criticize them arnaink; ‘What a mess
that house looks, and it's making all the otherdssulook untidy.

Why doesn’t he get his act into gear and take gomake in his
property!

And then allow Jesus to redeem thaticism and transform it into
compassion

Compassion that takes action, takes the lawnmomeenaows that
neighbours lawn in Jesus Name!

Because — that's what Jesus would have done!

Jesus Christ — in me — mowing my neighbours lawn!
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And the next time you are tempted to judge a pésdda style or
expreshatredtowards them or their actions — allow Jesus teeat
that sinful attitude, and transform it intospitality.

That’s what Jesus would have done.

And that’'s why last Friday | invited our local MPhf@s Carter to
lunch, where | sat down and told him that | wartede his friend and
work with him to make this neighbourhood a bettace for our
children.

Jesus — in me - having lunch with a gay MP, fimghwith Chris
coming with me and walking through this church amdoffice, and
him communicating his love and best wishes to edials who meet
here today!

Which attitude worked best in allowing Chris to seat God and |
love him? Hatred or hospitality???

Intentional Unconventional Christianity!

My life is a mission field!

Because that’s what Jesus would have done!

In fact, I've been giving a bit of thought to tregters WWJD.
Do you know what they stand for?

What Would Jesus Do?

Well, I've decided to answehe question!
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What would Jesus do? — He would t@nticism into Compassion
Hatred into Hospitality, andPrejudiceinto Prayer

Like the evil sinner Saul of Tarsus — it is allogiJesus Christ to
knock us off our high horse, and like the patridabob of old,
wrestling with God until we allow Him to break opiride and leave us
forever as humble men and women.

Humble and broken — but living an authentic andaative life for
Jesus!

It is about treating all areas of our lives as ad¥in Field for Jesus —
something that allows Non-Christians to_be comfudgan our
presence and when they actually want the life aaat@ that we have
In our hearts and lives!

You see, our purpose in life is to love
God and share this love with those
people whom have never experienced it
before.

Slide # 20 — Salt and Light photos

We are called to be Salhd Lightto a distasteful and dark world!
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But how many non-Christian friends do you have tluat are
flavouring for Jesus?

Either way - | wondewhythat is?

Perhaps it might have something to do veitiicism, prejudiceand
hatred

Slide # 21 — Tempting Apple photo

We don’t want to be
tainted or face the
temptation of
backsliding and
becoming like those
we despise.

Because it is right
that we should hate
their sin and
rebellion, and we
should not use the
excuse of
‘witnessing’ to be
an allowance for
sinful indulgence!

But it is also right that we should allow Jesusrémsform our
criticism into compassion, our prejudice into prayad our hatred
into hospitality.

If we are allowing Jesus to do this in our livésert our list of non-
Christian friends WILL be growing.

If we aren’t allowing Jesus to do this, then thsttwill be shrinking —
or non existent!
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And | knowJesus is doing a good work in our lives.
| listen to you share your stories each week.

Some of you who have decided to follow the exangplédesus and
actually spend time with sinners and publicans!

You see, here’s the deal.

We expect our unsaved friends and loved ones tkhoet of their
comfort zone and come to church or other activitiesffer.

But are we prepared to break out of our comforezand become a
part of the thingsheydo and enjoy?

Like some of us who enjoy weekly karaoke at a |bealin St Lukes!
That's awesome!

Jesus — through you — treating that situation mssaion field!

And if we struggle with accepting this, then iti®pably because our
criticism, prejudice and hatred have not yet besleemed by the

Spirit of Christ.

It felt really uncomfortable for me to go to a Poksening at the
local RSA a few weeks ago!

| mean, these people are sinners! | had red 8agdights going off
all over the place in my head!

| was out of my comfort zone in a big way!!!
What's worse, is that they are drinking alcohol ala/ing poker!
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And then the Spirit of God touched my heart andckegdis Word into
my spirit.

Jesus friend of sinners
Jesus -came to seek and save the lost

Jesus eommanded His followersso into ALL the world and make
disciples!

And then there’s Kevin and Terri Palmer, with tloabthey just
purchased.

Slide # 22 — Photo of George

This boat is literally a
Mission Field for
Jesus!

Two weeks ago, Kevin
organized a 6:30am
breakfast upon SS
George.

What impacted me
immediately upon
arriving at the beach at
6am, was how
iInvolved each man
already was with the
preparation and
running of the
morning.
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One man was controlling the inflatable, ferryingmte the boat.
Another was stationed on deck, helping each mdhegsarrived,

others cooking breakfast, steering or sailing thatb

It honestly reminded me of 1st Corinthians, whaesBible talks
about 'each person in the body of Chriseedingeach other'.

Slide # 23 - Photo

known Kevin for the
last seven years, I've
never seen him in this
situation, as Captain.

Slide # 24 - Photo

I've never seen him
involved in this
important Boat
Ministry. I've never
seen him so contented
and happy.

We were
unified as a
band of
brothers. And it
was all so
natural!

Kevin's dream,
vision and
ministry has
become a
reality!

Although I've



You see, what was great about this morning, isithveasnatural.

We were celebrating our love for God and for eatleig and it wasn't
forced or difficult! Prayer, prophecy and the shgrof God's Word
just camenaturally!

Slide # 25 — Photo of Roger Simmons doing the Titanic!

It was simply being ourselves, and
allowing our lives to be a mission
field.

Because | don't know about you, but
| am really 'put off' when it comes to
much of Christianity and church.

It's just so forced, planned and
unnatural

What we experienced that morning
on the boat, as well as in the bush
hunting and trapping, or riding with
mates on my motor bike — are just
natural.

Here's the thing - it idttractive Christianity !

Not because of what weaveor what wedo, but simply because of
what weare - precious children of God - who love Him and each
other — including those who haven’t yet responaekdis love and call
upon their lives!

That's what will win this world for Christ - wherepple see that our

Christianity is real and honest, and theyatteactedto Christ within
and through our lives.
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When we live the Abundant Life Jesus promises,laedas Salt and
Light!
So — what do | think our churawouldlook like for 20087

I’d like to suggest that it could look a bit likieis:

Slide # 26 — statement below

Te Atatu Baptist Church - where we each
celebrate our lives as a Mission Fiébal
Jesus — recognising that God’s Word is alive
and activeliving and breathing througbur
lives — supporting and encouragiegch
other through the week, then uniting togethe
on a Sunday to share our stoyiasd to be
Inspired and equippeo live authentic lives
for God — allowing Jesus to transform our
criticism into compassiqrhatred into
hospitalityand our prejudice into prayer

Imagine a Christian life and witness where non-§tfains actually
phoned or Emailed yoregularly - to ask if theycould spend time
with youl

That's what REAL Christianity is all aboutvhen we live an
Attractive & Authentic - yet unconventional Chrastity - when we
Live our Life as a Mission Fieldnd people are attracted to the Life
we have within us!
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When we experience the Abundant Lifat Jesus promised - and we
becomepeople magnetor Jesus :-)

Let’s pray together.
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