
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Life changing and impacting studies through the Gospel of John – 
with the soul purpose of strengthening and building your faith and 

trust in God! 
 
 
 
 
Ps Roger Spackman 
Entire series of Bible Workshops freely available from 
www.TeAtatuBaptist.com  

06 – Eternally Satisfied 
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Slide # 1 - Video – Gospel of John 4:1-56 
 

     
 

     
 
 
I want to ask two important questions this morning: 
 
 
 

1. What are some of the discriminations or prejudices that exist 
within the world today? 

 
 
 

2. What are some of the discriminations or prejudices that exist 
within the church today? 
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Slide # 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever wondered why there was such discrimination and 
prejudice against the Samaritans in the Bible? 
 
And why it was so unusual for Jesus to travel through that country  -  
 
..since the Jews would rather 
avoid Samaria altogether? 
 
You see, 100 years after 
King David died,  
 
…the nation of Israel was 
literally split in two –  
 
…the Northern and Southern 
kingdoms –  
 
…a little like NZ with two 
main islands – the North and 
the South.  
 
Slide # 3 
 
Those in the South continued to worship at Jerusalem,  
 

Original Meaning 
What it meant 2000 years ago! 

 

Samaritans 
Mt Gerizim 

Israelites 
Jerusalem 

North 

South 
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…but those up in the North chose Samaria and built a new temple 65 
kilometres away from Jerusalem –  
 
…on Mt Gerizim.  
 
So, here we have two groups of Israelites who both claimed to be the 
genuine chosen race,  
 
…and who both had built temples. 
 
But, it gets a lot worse than that! 
 
In 722BC, the wicked Assyrians invaded and overcame the Northern 
nation of Israel.  
 
Part of their quest, was to repopulate and infiltrate Northern Israel 
with victims of the heathen nations they had also conquered –  
 
…thereby polluting the Jewish religion and bringing false gods into 
their temple at Mt Gerizim. 
 
After a while, the Samaritans (Northern Kingdom of Israel) rejected 
much of the Jewish Bible – 
 
… known to us as the Old Testament.  
 
They rejected all the prophets and kings from David onwards –  
 
…because these writings made out that Jerusalem (to the South) was 
the only true center of worship and Jewish religion.  
 
Many times, when heathen kings wanted to invade or pillage 
Jerusalem,  
 
…they found support and help from the Jews within Samaria.  
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Although once part of Israel itself, Samaria was now considered evil 
and polluted.  
 
Indeed, only years earlier, the Jews from Jerusalem attacked Samaria, 
murdered many woman and children,  
 
…and then burned the false temple of Mt Gerizim to the ground –  
 
…with priests and worshippers still inside! 
 
So, let’s just say that there was a bit of tension between the Jews from 
Jerusalem, and Samaria –  
 
…so much so, that a Jew from Jerusalem wouldn’t even use a cup or 
bowl that had been touched by a Samaritan.  
 
They would rather smash it, than pollute themselves by using anything 
touched by such scum of the earth.  
 
Women were treated as lower than dogs –  
 
…and had to walk several steps behind their masters – their husbands,  
 
..and were not allowed to talk to any male, not even their husbands - 
in public. 
 
You have probably heard the quote that was often used in New 
Testament days,  
 
…that the Jewish men would chant,  
 
…‘I thank You God that I was not born a Gentile, a Dog or a 
Woman!’ 
 
And so – here we have Jesus, a Rabbi – walking through Samaria – 
literally risking His life –  
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…and then stopping to talk – of all things – to a Samaritan Woman! 
 
And, it gets worse! 
 
Jesus actually asks this woman to 
give Him a drink!!! 
 
Slide # 4 
 
As Jesus and the woman talk 
together, Jesus offers her to drink from 
the Living Water.  
 
What we might not know, is that in 
Israel,  
 
…there were two types of water.   
 
Water from a well, and water from a 
stream.  
 
Slide # 5 
 
Well water was often stagnant and 
polluted,  
 
…while stream water was fresh and pure – known as living water.  
 
Thing is, that both the Samaritan woman and Jesus knew there was no 

living water in Samaria! 
 
Jesus was calling the woman, and all whom she represented –  
 
…to realise that both their religion and that of Jerusalem was devoid 
of spiritual life – of living water,  
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…which can only be found in Him.  
 
Not only was Jesus calling the Samaritans to worship Him,  
 
…Jesus was also calling the Jews, and His disciples –  
 
…to lay down their prejudices and discrimination against people 
whom they had labelled sinners. 
 
As an act of His Lordship –  
 
…Jesus has a word of knowledge about the woman’s immoral 
relationships.  
 
Interesting that there are six immoral relationships –  
 
…6 being the Biblical number for fallen humanity. 
 
The Samaritan woman then asks when the Messiah will come.  
 
Jesus replies with the Name God gave to Moses on Mt Sinai – simply, 
‘I Am!’ 
 
With this revelation, the Samaritan woman leaves her water-pot 
behind –  
 
…symbolising leaving behind her 
rigid laws and religion –  
 
…and goes immediately to bring 
others to Jesus.  
 
Slide # 6 
 
Speaking to His disciples –  
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…Jesus tells them that the harvest amongst the despised Samaritans –  
 
..is ready for gathering. 
 
I think it is actually quite hard for us to understand today,  
 
…how hard this must have been for the disciples to receive and 
understand.  
 
Because even being around the unclean Samaritans would bring up 
centuries of prejudice, hatred and pain.  
 
But - having listened to the woman share her testimony about Jesus,  
 
…many more Samaritans come in search of Jesus –  
 
…and in doing so –  
 
…connect directly with Jesus and become His disciple.  
 
Returning now to where His ministry began at a wedding in Cana,  
 
…Jesus is confronted by a royal officer of the Roman army –  
 
…whose son lay sick dying. 
 
Our modern translations don’t do this passage justice.  
 
Literally, the Roman Official commands Jesus to come to his house 
and heal his son. 
 
In response, Jesus refuses to obey the Roman, and instead offers him 
an equally sharp command. 
 
Go! Your son is healed! 
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Bridge over time 
Timeless Truths 

Universal Principles 

 
 
Slide #  7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The nation of Israel – divided in two – 
Jerusalem and Samaria.  
 
Throughout history – Jerusalem has been an 
expression – a metaphor of the Church,  
 
…and Samaria an expression and metaphor 
of the prejudices of the Church.  
 
(It is vital that you understand this, and place a mental ‘bookmark’ 
and reminder of this truth.) 
 
And today, two stories – the Samaritan woman and the Roman 
Official. 
 
Each of them an example of appropriate responses to the person of 
Jesus –  
 
…mirrors in which we can see Jesus from different angles.  
 
The Samaritan woman provides us with a classic example of anyone,  
 
…when challenged to assess their spirituality and religious practice, 

 

… who throws up a smokescreen and barrier: 
 
‘Look Jesus, this is the way I’ve always worshipped God! 
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And, instead of being willing to change – simply defend their 
tradition. 
 
It’s about when tradition and familiarity becomes more important than 
God.  
 
And yet as a Samaritan, despised, condemned and an underdog –  
 
…John is inviting us to step into her shoes and present our hearts and 
lives to Jesus.  
 
Fellowshipping with such sinners is the exact reason why many 
religious people condemned Jesus and sill do today. 
 
Jesus takes a risk. 
 
Willing to sacrifice His reputation. 
 
He reaches out,  
 
He speaks,  
 
He asks and  
 
He cares. 
 
The question this raises,  
 
…is that if Jesus is willing to reach out and befriend this woman who 
was the lowest of the lowest and the most immoral of the immoral –  
 
…then who wouldn’t He reach out to in the first century world,  
 
…the world of history or our world today? 
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Debbie and I were fortunate to spend an afternoon with our 
missionary Steve Sullivan a few weeks ago. 
 
Steve trains and equips leaders for evangelism and church planting 
throughout England and Wales –  
 
…having planted over 200 churches during his time there.  
 
Slide # 8 
 
Speaking of 
churches and 
home-groups –  
 
Steve 
recommended 
we follow the 
lead of Jesus,  
 
…and rather 
than only 
isolating 
ourselves in 
little Christian home-group huddles,  
 
…that we scrap the idea and also encourage our members to join 
community groups and events,  
 
…even local pubs and bars! 
 
I was actually quite surprised to hear this! 
 
While some Christians might genuinely struggle with this idea,  
 
…it is never the less what Jesus is modelling to us by interacting with 
this Samaritan woman.  
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Slide # 9 

 
And just maybe our reaction to this suggestion is 

not unlike that of the disciples when they 
discovered what Jesus was doing in Samaria! 

 
You see, Jesus challenges our prejudices and our religious traditions 
and behaviours.  
 
I’m not suggesting we throw out all our standards and moral 
boundaries –  
 
…that’s as extreme and rigid as holding tight onto religion and 
tradition for tradition’s sake.  
 
What the Bible is teaching us, is that we have two examples to follow. 
 
Firstly  how Jesus reaches out to those people that religious 
organisations –  
 
…even the church - shy away from.  
 
And secondly, Jesus wants us to respond as the Samaritan woman did, 
 
…and journey towards becoming a disciple of Jesus –  
 
…to worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth. 
 
These two elements are vital –  
 
…the Holy Spirit and an understanding of who God is.  
 
Because like the Jews - it is entirely possible to worship God –  
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…but have an incorrect understanding of who He really is, 
 
… to have God all sorted out, to understand Him with our mind –  
 
…but never have felt the anointing and tasted the fresh water of the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
Having progressed in her understanding of who Jesus is,  
 
…the Samaritan woman models another vital aspect of discipleship. 
 
She goes and tells others about Jesus! 
 
The Great Commission of Acts 1:8 is to go to Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  
 
John’s gospel is showing us how this is outworked,  
 
…with Jesus already going 
before us and preparing the 
way.  
 
Slide # 10 
 
Our mission is to follow Him! 
 
It is a challenge to reach 
people outside of our culture,  
 
…religious beliefs and 
comfort zones.  
 
It is a challenge for the church to reach people whom they find 
disgusting or regard as sinful or irreligious.  
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Along similar lines, Jesus also challenges the form and style of 
worship –  
 
…encouraging us to reach out with a freshness of worship and prayer  
 
…filled with the Holy Spirit.  
 
Tied closely with the events of the Samaritan woman,  
 
…Jesus has compassion upon the very culture that crucified Him –  
 
…the Roman Official.  
 
Just as Jesus prepared the way and harvest of the Samaritans,  
 
…He has also gone ahead of us –  
 
…into places and people’s lives that we think He would never go.  
 
Jesus is at work in the world,  
 
…working in people’s lives long before a Christian speaks to them,  
 
…prays for them,  
 
…or leads them into the Light of Christ’s love.  
 
Slide #  11 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Application to today! 
What it means to you and 

me – right now! 
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One of the difficult things about the gospel of John –  
 
…is that the stories within it are about Jesus interacting with,  
 
…correcting and challenging the attitudes and traditions of the 
religious Jews of His day. 
 
And because of this, we can be tempted to think –  
 
…that the intended audience and target of these teachings are in fact 
the Jews and other non-believers.  
 
But, what we need to know, is that John wrote his gospel as a 
preaching tool for the believers within his church at Ephesus! 
 
John was using the life and teachings of Jesus – how Jesus interacted 
and challenged the Jewish religious system –  
 
…John was using these events to address the same attitudes and 
prejudices, 
 
… that existed within the hearts and lives of the Christians that made 
up his church congregation.  
 
You know – I didn’t want to preach this message today –  
 
…because I know how upset and defensive Christians can become 
when you ‘rock their boat’, 
 
… or when you challenge their deeply held religious beliefs and style 
of worship.  
 
At times it really is no different than the reaction Jesus encountered 
and received from the religious people of His day.  
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It’s been a very traumatic start to our year – for a variety of reasons,  
 
…and I had actually decided not to preach today’s message, even 
though I had finished it a couple of weeks ago. 
 
Until - I went to Easter camp last Sunday, and what passage and 
message do you think the preacher brought? 
 
Exactly the same one I had prepared! 
 
However, I will make this short.  
 
You see - today’s passage from Scripture reminds me of another one 
that is very similar – where a woman was caught in adultery – and her 
accusers stood around her – stones in hand – ready to strike.  
 
Fully justified that their actions and atitudes were ordained and birthed 
in God’s holiness and justice! 
 
Can you remember Jesus reply? 
 
‘Let the one amongst you who has never sinned – cast the first stone.” 
 
One by one, the accusers dropped their stones, turned and walked 
away.  
 
Turning to the woman, Jesus askes her, ‘Is there anyone left to accuse 
you?’ 
 
The woman answered, ‘No Lord’, - and she got it wrong! 
 
There was another there – One who was justified and worthy to cast 
the first stone at her –  
 
…and that was Jesus – the only perfect and sinless person to ever 
walk this earth.  
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And today – you and I are the body of Christ. 
 
We are His expression of love and mercy within the world.  
 
Barely any of us throw stones anymore – that just wouldn’t be P.C. 
 
But I’ll tell you what – many Christians today still throw stones of 
prejudice and discrimination – 
 
…especially when you challenge their deeply held religious doctrines.  
 
For too long, the church of Jesus Christ has been known for what it 
rejects,  
 
…for what it stands against – rather than what it stands for.  
 
And no wonder so many people stay away from the church –  
 
…for they know that it is there that they will be judged and 
condemned. 
 
Slide # 12 
 
Debbie and I couldn’t even count 
the number of times people come to 
us with their darkest sin and secrets 
–  
 
…and are utterly amazed that we don’t judge or condemn them,  
 
…but instead show them the grace, forgiveness and compassion of a 
loving God.  
 
We have discovered that it’s Jesus job to convict and judge, not ours.  
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We have had the privilege of journeying with countless people, as 
they allow Jesus to take their hand,  
 
…and lead them into their Samaria of pain and brokeness.   
 
My brothers and sisters - what is your Samaria today – your pain,  
 
…your prejudice or discrimination –  
 
…either against you or because of and from you -   
 
…that Christ is calling you to enter and surrender?   
 
We all have one :-) 
 
(At least I know I do.) 
 
The Great Commission is found in the gospels and outworked in Acts 
1:8   
 
Slide # 13 
 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” 
 
To reach the world – the ‘ends of the earth’ – guess where we must 
first travel and address? 
 
That’s right – Jerusalem and Samaria – the church and it’s prejudices.  
 
For too long the church has thought of the Great Commission as 
something to reach non-believers,  
 
…given for their benefit and salvation –  
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…revealing the sin and darkness within the hearts of the unsaved, 
 
– where as the reality is, it is just as much intended to shine the light 
on the prejudices, discriminations and attitudes of those already 
saved.  
 
Let’s allow the Lord to reveal, and lead us into and through – our 
Samaria today.  
 
Amen 
 
During the week as I was praying and interceding for each of you here 
today, I believe the Lord spoke very clearly to me – I guess you could 
call it a ‘word of knowledge or prophecy’ that God wants to give 
today.  
 
Isaiah 40:1 Comfort, O comfort my people and speak tenderly to 
them… 
 
‘In my church at Te Atatu Baptist are many who are like the 
Samaritan woman – despised, hurt and outcast – rejected and 
condemned by the harsh words and judgements of those who do not 
understand My grace.  
 
You whom the world has beaten-up and rejected.  
 
Come to Me 
 
Find your rest in Me 
 
Follow Me and I will lead you out of Samaria 
 
I will heal your pain and place the ointment of My grace upon your 
hurts.  
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I know your pain, I have seen your mistakes and the price you have 
paid for them – and yet I still love you, I even love you more because 
of them.  
 
Though the world – and even the church at times may treat you as 
‘second class’ or damaged – know that you are the apple of my eye, 
the desire of my heart.  
 
I delight in bringing healing and freedom to the broken and fallen.  
 
With your healing will come trust, an ability to trust in Me and also 
trust in my disciples who will take your hand and gently lead you into 
your freedom. 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people and speak tenderly to them…’ 
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1.     Introduction  Magic Eye pictures! 
2.     John 1:1-18  God with skin on 
3.     John 1:19-51  Learning to love God 
4.     John 2:1-25  Party time 
5.     John 3:1-36  New birth 
6.     John 4:1-54  Eternally satisfied 
7.     John 5:1-47  Ministry to the suffering 
8.     John 6:1-71  Bread of heaven 
9.     John 7:1-52  Standing up for Jesus 
10. John 7:53 – 8:11 Caught in the act! 
11. John 8:12-59  Caught in tradition 
12. John 9:1-41  Now I can see 
13. John 10:1-42  The Good Shepherd 
14. John 11:1-57  Come forth! 
15. John 12:1-50  The hour has come  
16. John 13:1-38  Getting ready to leave 
17. John 14:1-31  I won’t leave you alone 
18. John 15:1 – 16:4a Staying connected 
19. John 16:4b – 33 Led by the Spirit 
20. John 17:1-26  Inspirational prayer 
21. John 18:1 – 19:16a The Passion! 
22. John 19:16b – 42 Golgotha and Glory 
23. John 20:1-31  Unless I can touch Him… 
24. John 21:1-25  Breakfast on the beach! 

 
Part One 

The Book of 
SIGNS 

 
 
 

Part Two 
The Book of 

GLORY 


