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Confused about God!

In a psychiatrist's waiting room two patients aagihg a conversation.
One says to the other, "Why are you here?"

The second answers, "I'm Napoleon, so the dockbnte to come here."
The first is curious and asks, "How do you knowt §au're Napoleon?"
The second responds, "God told me | was."

At this point, a patient on the other side of them shouts, "NO | DIDN'T!"

The Church Gossip

Mildred, the church gossip and self-appointed eatot of the church's morals,
kept sticking her nose into other people's busirfesgeral members were
unappreciative of her activities, but feared heyugn to maintain their silence.

She made a mistake, however, when she accusede;aangw member, of
being an alcoholic after she saw his pickup truaied in front of the town's
only bar one afternoon.

She commented to George and others that everyeimgsethere would know
what he was doing.

George, a man of few words, stared at her for a embrand just walked away.
He didn't explain, defend, or deny, he said nothing

Later that evening, George quietly parked his pgockufront of Mildred's
house and left it there all night.

What God Can Do With "57 Cents"

A sobbing little girl stood near a small churchnfrevhich she had

been turned away because it was "too crowded."

"l can't go to Sunday School," she sobbed to #stqo as he walked by.
Seeing her shabby, unkempt appearance, the pasissep the reason and,
taking her by the hand, took her inside and foupthee for her in the Sunday
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school class. The child was so happy that they

found room for her, and she went to bed that rigihking of the

children who have no place to worship Jesus.

Some two years later, this child lay dead in onthefpoor

tenement buildings. Her parents called for the keadted pastor

who had befriended their daughter to handle thel Aimrangements.

As her poor little body was being moved, a worn ananpled red

purse was found which seemed to have been rumnfiegadome trash dump.
Inside was found 57 cents and a note, scribbletiidish

handwriting, which read: "This is to help build tiitde church

bigger so more children can go to Sunday School."

For two years she had saved for this offering e&lo

When the pastor tearfully read that note, he kmestantly what he

would do. Carrying this note and the cracked, r@ckptbook to the

pulpit, he told the story of her unselfish love alavotion.

He challenged his deacons to get busy and raisggarmoney for the larger
building.

But the story does not end there...

A newspaper learned of the story and publishdtwas read by a

wealthy realtor who offered them a parcel of laratty many

thousands.

When told that the church could not pay so muchoffexed to sell

it to the little church for 57 cents.

Church members made large donations. Checks camefér and wide.
Within five years the little girl's gift had incread to $250,000.00--a huge sum
for that time (near the turn of the century). Haselfish love had paid large
dividends.

When you are! in the city of Philadelphia, look Tgmple Baptist

Church, with a seating capacity of 3,300. And be $a visit

Temple University, where thousands of studentedueated.

Have a look, too, at the Good Samaritan Hospitdlara Sunday

School building which houses hundreds of beautifildren, built

so that no child in the area will ever need todfedutside

during Sunday School time.

In one of the rooms of this building may be seengicture of the

sweet face of the little girl whose 57 cents, swifiaially

saved, made such remarkable history. Alongsideisfa portrait

of her kind pastor, Dr. Russel H. Conwell, authiothe book,

"Acres of Diamonds



Revelation 3:20

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his gaasers. At one house it
seemed obvious that someone was home, but no anamerto his repeated at
the door. Therefore, he took out a card and wieevélation 3:20" on the

back of and stuck it in the door.

When the offering was processed the following Synba found that his card
had been returned. Added to it was this crypticsags, "Genesis 3:10."
Reaching for his Bible to check out the verse, foiké up in gales of laughter.

Revelation 3:20 begins "Behold, | stand at the doal knock” Genesis 3:10
reads, "l heard your voice in the garden and | afeesd for | was naked."

God's Wings

A little something to put things in perspective...

An article in National Geographic several years pigrvided an interesting
picture of God's wings.

After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Parkyést rangers

began their trek up a mountain to assess the miedamage. One ranger
found a bird literally petrified in ashes, perclstd@tuesquely on the ground at
the base of a tree. Somewhat sickened by thesghe he knocked over the
bird with a stick.

When he gently struck it, three tiny chicks scufiem under their dead
mother's wings. The loving mother, keenly awarargdending disaster, had
carried her offspring to the base of the tree aadidathered them under her
wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smokewld rise.

She could have flown to safety but had refusembmdon her babies. Then
the blaze had arrived and the heat had

scorched her small body, the mother had remaitezdifast. Because she had
been willing to die, so those under the covehafwings would live.
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He will cover you with hisfeathers,
and under hiswingsyou will find refuge." (Psalm 91:4)

Prospective Pastors

The following is a confidential report on severahdidates being considered
for a pastorate.

Adam: Good man but problems with his wife. Also oeference told of how
his wife and he enjoy walking nude in the woods.

Noah: Former pastorate of 120 years with not evenoconvert. Prone to
unrealistic building projects.

Joseph: A big thinker, but a braggart, believedraam-interpreting, and has a
prison record.

Moses: A modest and meek man, but poor communica¥en stuttering at
times. Sometimes blows his stack and acts rashineSay he left an earlier
church over a murder charge.

David: The most promising leader of all until weabvered the affair he had
with his neighbor's wife.

Solomon: Great preacher but our parsonage wouldrried all those wives.
Elijah: Prone to depression. Collapses under pressu
Elisha: Reported to have lived with a single widahile at his former church.

Hosea: A tender and loving pastor but our peopledconever handle his wife's
occupation.

Deborah: Strong leader and seems to be anointedhbus female.
Jeremiah: Emotionally unstable, alarmist, negat@ays lamenting things,

reported to have taken a long trip to bury his uwear on the bank of a
foreign river.
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Isaiah: On the fringe? Claims to have seen angathurch. Has trouble with

his language.

Jonah: Refused God's call into ministry until hesvigrced to obey by getting
swallowed up by a great fish. He told us the fetler spit him out on the shore
near here. We hung up.

Amos: Too backward and unpolished. With some semitnaining he might
have promise, but has a hang-up against wealthpi@eenight fit in better in
a poor congregation.

Melchizedek: Great credentials at current work @ldotit where does this guy
come from? No information on his resume about forwark records. Every
line about parents was left blank and he refusedipply a birth date.

John: Says he is a Baptist, but definitely doedne'ss like one. Has slept in the
outdoors for months on end, has a weird diet, andgkes denominational
leaders.

Peter: Too blue collar. Has a bad temper-even éas known to curse. Had a
big run-in with Paul in Antioch. Aggressive, bulbase cannon.

Paul: Powerful CEO type leader and fascinatinggirea However, short on
tact, unforgiving with younger ministers, harsh &ag been known to preach
all night.

James & John: Package deal preacher & associateedegod at first, but
found out they have an ego problem regarding d#ilenw workers and seating

positions. Threatened an entire town after an indldo known to try to
discourage workers who didn't follow along withrthe

Timothy: Too young!

Methuselah: Too old . . . WAY too old!

Jesus: Has had popular times, but once his chuestrtp 5000 he managed to
offend them all, and then this church dwindled dawitwelve people. Seldom

stays in one place very long. And, of course, siegle.

Judas: His references are solid. A steady plodtiemservative. Good
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connections. Knows how to handle money. We'reimyihim to preach
this Sunday. Possibilities here.

Real Treasures

The cheerful little girl was almost five. Waitingth her mother at the
checkout stand, she saw them, a circle of glisgewihite pearls in a pink foil
box.

“Oh please, mommy. Can | have them? Please, moph@age?” Quickly the
mother checked the back of the little foil box d@nen looked back into the
pleading little girl's upturned face. “A dollarmety-five. That's almost
$2.00”

"If you really want them, I'll think of some ext@hores for you and in no time
you can save enough money to buy them for yoursétiur birthday’s only a
week away and you might get another crisp dollamfgrandma.”

As soon as Jenny got home, she emptied her pemkyama counted out 17
pennies. After dinner, she did more than her sbhchores and she went to
the neighbor and asked Mrs. McJames if she coelkdgandelions for ten
cents.

On her birthday, grandma did give her another neladbill and at last she
had enough money to buy the necklace.

Jenny loved her pearls. They made her feel drags@hd grown up. She
wore them everywhere, Sunday school, Kindergadeern to bed. The only
time she took them off was when she went swimmmigaal a bubble bath.
Mother said if they got wet, they might turn heckgreen.

Jenny had a very loving daddy and every night wstenwas ready for bed, he
would stop whatever he was doing and come upstanead her a story.

One night as he finished the story, he asked Jébayyou love me?”
“Oh yes, daddy. You know that | love you.”

“Then give me your pearls.”
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“Oh daddy, not my pearls. But you can have priactee white horse
from my collection, the one with the pink tail. iRember, daddy? The one
you gave me. She’s my very favorite.”

“That’s okay, honey. Daddy loves you. Good nigl#nd he brushed her
cheek with a kiss.

About a week later, after story time, Jenny’'s dadslked again, “Do you love
me?”

“Daddy, you know | love you.”

“Then give me your pearls.”

“Oh daddy, not my pearls. But you can have my lddlly The brand new
one | got for my birthday. She is beautiful and yan have the yellow
blanket that matches her sleeper.”

“That’s okay. Sleep well. God bless you, littleeo Daddy loves you.” And
as always, he brushed her cheek with a gentle kiss.

A few nights later when her daddy came in, Jenny sitling on her bed with
her legs crossed Indian-style. As he came clasagpkiced her chin was
trembling and one silent tear rolled down her cheek

“What is it Jenny, What's the matter?”

Jenny didn’t say anything but lifted her little lsump to her daddy, and when
she opened it, there was her little pearl necklace.

With a quiver she finally said, “Here, daddy. Thador you.”

With tears gathering in his own eyes, Jenny’s daddghed out with one have
to take the dime-store necklace, and with the dihed reached into his pocket
and pulled out a blue velvet case with a strangeoiuine pearls and gave them
to Jenny.

He had them all the time. He was just waitinglfer to give up the dime-store
stuff so he could give her the genuine treasureit IS with our Heavenly
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Father. He is waiting her us to give up the chtbams in our lives so that he
can give us beautiful treasures.

Isn’t God good? Are you holding onto things thatdGvants you to let go of?
Are you holding on to harmful or unnecessary pasinelationships, habits
and activities that you have come so attachedatoittiseems impossible to let
go?

Sometimes it is so hard to see what is in the dthed but do believe this one
thing... God will never take away something withoivigg you something
better in its place.

The Cross

A young man was at the end of his rope, seeingvayoout, dropped to his
knees in prayer.

"Lord, | can't go on," he said. "l have too hea¥ya@ross to bear."

The Lord replied, "My son, if you can't bear wsight, just place your cross
inside this room. Then, open that other door acl put any cross you wish."

The man was filled with relief said, "Thank yduwrd," and he did as he was
told.

Upon entering the other door, he saw many crossese so large the tops
were not visible. Then, he spotted a tiny cressiing against a far wall.

"I'd like that one, Lord," he whispered.

And the Lord replied, " My son, that is the crgss just brought in."

When life's problems seem overwhelming, it help®odk around and see what
other people are coping with. You may considersgeli far more fortunate
than you imagined.

YOUR CROSS
Whatever your cross, whatever your pain, Therealnllays be sunshine after
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the rain. Perhaps you may stumble, perhaps eveBtdlGod's always
there to help you through it all.

Malachi 3:3

Malachi 3:3 says: "He will sit as a refiner andiper of silver."

This verse puzzled some women in a Bible studytheg wondered what this
statement meant about the character and naturecbf@e of the women
offered to find out the process of refining silagrd get back to the group at
their next Bible Study.

That week, the woman called a silversmith and naadappointment to watch
him at work. She didn't mention anything aboutréeson for her interest
beyond her curiosity about the process of refirsihger.

As she watched the silversmith, he held a piec\aé#r over the fire and let it
heat up. He explained that in refining silver, oieeded to hold the silver in
the middle of the fire where the flames were hotssto burn away all the
impurities.

The woman thought about God holding us in suchtaat then she thought
again about the verse that says: "He sits asreeredind purifier of silver."

She asked the silversmith if it was true that het tieesit there in front of the

fire the whole time the silver was being refinetieTnan answered that yes, he
not only had to sit there holding the silver, bathtad to keep his eyes on the
silver the entire time it was in the fire. If thibver was left a moment too long

in the flames, it would be destroyed.

The woman was silent for a moment. Then she aslieditversmith, "How do
you know when the silver is fully refined?"

He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's easyenwsee my image in it."

If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, rember that God has His eye on
you and will keep watching you until He sees Hiag®a in you.
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Drowning Men

1 Cor 3:8 "The man who plants and the man who wdtave one purpose, and
each will be rewarded according to his own labor."

Walking through the forest, a seasoned hiker camoa @ broad, slowly

moving river. He stopped to gaze over the watgugrexiating the beauty,
when suddenly he heard a faint cry coming fromnejash.

Looking in the direction of the noise, he saw awioisly drowning man
floundering in the river and drifting slowly towalaim.

The hiker was stunned momentarily, but he spratawydation when he saw the
man disappear beneath the waters. Throwing offfdlls cumbersome gear, he
dove into the river and swam like a madman towhedspot where the man
went under.

Upon reaching the spot he plunged below the sudaddrantically

hauled up the helpless man. He then laboriouslgdotiie victim to shore.
Heaving the lifeless body up on the riverbank,hiker attempted to revive
the man, who eventually spit up water and begdomdathe.

Relieved, the hiker paused to catch his breathnBigooner had he done so
than he heard another voice out on the water. Asmatrowning person!

Once again he swam out and pulled the person te sadittle more slowly
this time. As the hiker-turned lifeguard revive@ gecond victim, he heard yet
another cry for help.

All day long the hiker worked, rescuing one perafier another as they came
drifting down the river. There seemed to be no @ndrowning victims, and
the hiker didn't think he could keep it up.

Just when he was about to collapse from exhausimsepotted another man
walking rapidly beside the river, headed upstredaey mister!" he cried out.
"Please help me! These poor people are drowninglaZngly, the man kept
walking upstream. The astonished hiker called gatra Without even
acknowledging the cry, the man kept going. Indigraand angry, the hiker
leapt to his feet, ran toward the seemingly unc@sijoaiate man, stood directly
in his path, and in a loud voice demanded, "SinviHt@an you possibly walk
past all these drowning people? Have you no conseizMust | force you to
help me save these people?"



12
The stranger stopped, looked at him for the finsetand said with a calm,
focused voice, "Sir, please get out of my way. lre@aded upstream to stop the
guy who is pushing all these people in."

Each of us has a role to play in rescuing those avbarowning in sin.

Some of us pull people from the water and resusciteem with counseling,
food and shelter, a rehabilitation program, a supg@up, or financial aid.
Affirm those doing these important ministries. Qthef us find our place of
ministry upstream, opposing the one pushing peopdethe river. We do this
by introducing those people to Jesus Christ. Kngv@hrist sets a person free
from sin and releases them from Satan's powertbeen. By itself, pulling
people from the water isn't enough. We need to pegple deal with the
problem of sin at its source.

What if God Didn't Want You?

There are many reasons why God would not want atidon't worry.
You're in good company.

Moses stuttered.

David's armor didn't fit.

John Mark was rejected by Paul.
Hosea's wife was a prostitute.

Amos' only training was in the school of fig-tremiping.
Jacob was a liar.

David had an affair.

Solomon was too rich.

Abraham was too old.

David was too young.

Timothy had ulcers.

Peter was afraid of death.

Lazarus was dead.

John was self-righteous.

Jesus was too poor.

Naomi was a widow.

Paul was a murderer. So was Moses.
Jonah ran from God.

Miriam was a gossip.

Gideon and Thomas both doubted.
Jeremiah was depressed and suicidal.
Elijah was burned out.
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John the Baptist was a loudmouth. Martha was ayw@nt.
Mary was lazy.
Samson had long hair.
Noah got drunk.

Did | mention that Moses had a short fuse? So dierPPaul--well, lots of
folks did.

But God doesn't require a job interview. He dodsind and fire like most
bosses, because He's more our dad than our bogeeder't look at financial
gain or loss. He's not prejudiced nor partial,jodging, grudging, sassy, nor
brassy, not deaf to our cry, not blind to our neéegimuch as we try, God's
gifts are free.

We could do wonderful things for wonderful peoptal atill not be...
wonderful.

Satan says, "You're not worthy."
Jesus says, "So what? | AM."

Satan looks back and sees our mistakes. God lam#sdnd sees the Cross. He
doesn't calculate what you did in '98. It's notrewa the record.

Sure. There are lots of reasons why God shouldrit ws. But if we are
magically in love with Him, if we hunger for Him m®than our next breath,
He'll use us in spite of who we are, where we"venba what we look like.
Step out of your limitations into the illimitableture of who God is

Emergency Phone Numbers:

When in SOrroW, .....ooovvevveeiiiiieiennen, caha 14.

When men fail you, ........ccccceee calblrs 27.

If you want to be fruitful, ............... calldo 15.

When you have sinned, ...................... cadllm 51.
When you WOrTy, ......ccccevevevvevinnnnnnn. calblb:19-34.
When you are in danger, .................... cadlm 91.
When God seems far away, .......c.ccc....... csdiifA 139.
When your faith needs stirring, ............. catiidiews 11.

When you are lonely and fearful, .......... cakhlfrs?23.
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When you grow bitter and critical,  ......... caCor.13.

For Paul's secret to happiness, ............ aalbh<C 3:12-17

For understanding of Christianity, .......... cédlCbr.5:15-109.
When you feel down and out, ................ calhians 8:31.
When you want peace and rest, .............. call. M :25-30.
When the world seems bigger than God, ...... IR 90.
When you want Christian assurance,........... caithBns 8:1-30.

When you leave home for labor or travel, ... call 121.
When your prayers grow narrow or selfish, .. caklf 67.

For a great invention/opportunity, ......... cahibah 55.
When you want courage for a task, .......... azdhidia 1.
For how to get along with fellow men, ...... catiRans 12.
When you think of investments and returns,.. calriviO.
If you are depressed, ...................... callm 27.

If your pocketbook is empty, ................ catldim 37.

If you are losing confidence in people, .... calldr.13.

If people seem unkind, ..................... calg 15.

If discouraged about your work, ............ calhim 126.

If you find the world growing small and yourseliegt...call Psalm 19.

Alternate numbers:

For dealing with fear, ..................... cadldinm 34.7.
For security, .....ccccceeeveevevnnnnnnnn.. cadlaim 121:3.
For assurance, .....cccceeeveeneenvennnnnn, cairk8:35.

For reassurance, ........ccceeevvevennnnn. cadllid 145:18.

All lines to Heaven are open 24 hours a day!
What Is Love?

For those who misuse the word love, even kids lavetter understanding
than adults. A group of professional people postexiquestion to a group of 4
to 8 year olds: "What does love mean?" The ansthessgot were broader and
deeper than anyone could have imagined.

1. When my grandma got arthritis, she couldn't beret and paint her toenails
anymore. So my grandpa does it for her now altithe, even when his hands
got arthritis too. That's love.

Rebecca - age 8
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2. When someone loves you, the way they say yamena different. You
just know that your name is safe in their mouths.

Billy - age 4

3. Love is when a girl puts on per fume and a hatg pn shaving Cologne and
they go out and smell each other.
Kari - age 5

4. Love is when you go out to eat and give somelmdst of your French
Fries without making them give you any of theirs.
Chrissy - age 6

5. Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.
Terri - age 4

6. Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daaldy she takes a sip
giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.
Danny - age 7

7. Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when get tired of kissing, you
still want to be together and you talk more. My nmoyrand daddy are like
that. They look gross when they kiss.

Emily - age 8

8. Love is what's in the room with you at Christrifa®u stop opening
presents and listen.
Bobby - age 7

9. If you want to learn to love better, you shosiart with a friend who you
hate.
Nikka - age 6

10. Love is when you tell a guy you like his shiinien he wears it everyday.
Noelle - age 7

11. Love is like a little old woman and a littledahan who are still friends,
even after they know each other so well.
Tommy - age 6

12. My mommy loves me more than anybody. You deset anyone else
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kissing me to sleep at night. Clare - age 6

13. Love is when mommy sees daddy smelly and svagatystill says he is
handsomer than Robert Redford.
Chris - age 7

14. Love is when your puppy licks your face evaerajou left him alone all
day.
Mary Ann - age 4

15. When you love somebody, your eyelashes go dulawn and little stars
come out of you.
Karen - age 7

16. Love is when mommy sees daddy on the toiletda@s$n't think it's gross.
Mark - age 6

17. You really shouldn't say "I LOVE YOU" unlessuwymean it. But if you
mean it, you should say it a lot. People forget.
Jessica - age 8

And the winner was a 4 year old child whose nexiraw@ighbor was an

elderly man who had just lost his wife. When thédckaw the man cry, the
little boy went over into the man's yard and climhlo@ top of the man's lap and
just sat there.

When the boy's mother asked him what he'd saidegméighbor, the little boy
said, "Nothing, I just helped him cry."

This was written by an 8-year-old, Danny DuttorChiula Vista, CA, for his
third-grade homework assignment. The assignmentaevasplain God.
Wonder if any of us could do as well?"

Explain God

One of God's main jobs is making people. He makestto replace the ones
that die, so there will be enough people to take oathings on earth.
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He doesn't make grown-ups, just babies. | thinlabse they are
smaller and easier to make. That way He doesnd taatake up His valuable
time teaching them to talk and walk. He can juavés that to mothers and
fathers.

God's second most important job is listening ty@rs. An awful lot of this
goes on, since some people, like preachers angksthmay at times beside
bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to therad TV because of this.

God sees everything and hears everything and rgwliere which keeps Him
pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting His tilgegbing over your Mom
and Dad's head asking for something they said gaidn't have.

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I'titvnk there are any in
Chula Vista . At least there aren't any who comeutochurch. Jesus is God's
Son. He used to do all the hard work like walkimgnater and performing
miracles and people finally got tired of Him preighto them and they
crucified Him. But He was good and kind, like Higtlrer and He told His
Father that they didn't know what they were doingd & forgive them and
God said "O. K."

His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He hatkdind all His hard work
on earth so He told Him He didn't have to go outhmnroad anymore. He
could stay in heaven. So He did. And now He heligsd out by listening to
prayers and seeing things which are important fut 6 take care of and
which ones He can take care of Himself without hgtb bother God.

Like a secretary, only more important. You can gaytime you want and
they are sure to help you because they got it vaboke: so one of them is on
duty all the time.

You should always go to church on Sunday becausakes God happy, and
if there's anybody you want to make happy, it's Gah't skip church to do
something you think will be more fun like goingtte beach. This is wrong.
And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beditimoon anyway.

If you don't believe in God, besides being an athgou will be very lonely,
because your parents can't go everywhere withlj@uto camp, but God can.
It is good to know He's around you when you'reexdan the dark or when you
can't swim and you get thrown into real deep wayebig kids.
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But... you shouldn't just always think  of what Gzath do for you. | figure
God put me here and He can take me back anytinpdddses. And...that's
why | believe in God.

A few things to think about!

1. Anger is a condition in which the tongue, woikster than the mind.

2. You can't change the past, but you can ruimpthsent by worrying over the
future.

3. Love ... and you shall be loved.
4. God always gives His best to those who leavehiogce with Him.
5. All people smile in the same language.

6. A hug is a great gift, one size fits all. Indae given for any occasion and
it's easy to exchange.

7. Everyone needs to be loved, especially whendbenot deserve it.

8. The real measure of a man's wealth is whabbkarvested in eternity.
9. Laughter is God's sunshine.

10. Everything has beauty but not everyone sees it.

11. It's important for parents to live the samadkithey teach.

12. Thank God for what you have, TRUST GOD for wjai need.

13. If you fill your heart with regrets of yesteydand the worries of tomorrow,
you have no today to be thankful for.

14. Happy memories never wear out... Relive thewftas as you want.

15. Home is the place where we grumble the mostatauoften treated the
best.
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16. Man looks at outward appearance but the Lakidavithin.

17. The choice you make today will usually affexhorrow.
18. Take time to laugh for it is the music of tloails
19. If anyone speaks badly of you, live so nonélvalieve it.

20. Patience is the ability to idle your motor, wh@u feel like stripping your
gears.

21. Love is strengthened by working through cotsliogether.

22. The best thing parents can do for their childi®to love each other.
23. Harsh words break no bones but they do breakde

24. To get out of a difficulty, one usually mustthoough it.

25. We take for granted the things that we shoaldiling thanks for.
26. Love is the only thing that can be divided hwiit being diminished.
27. Happiness is enhanced by others but does pehdaipon others.
28. You are richer today if you have laughed, gigeforgiven.

29. For every minute you are angry with someona,lgee 60 seconds of
happiness that you can never get back.

30. Do what you can, for who you can, with what yawe, and where you are.

31.The best gifts to give:

To your friend, loyalty;

To your enemy, forgiveness;

To your boss, service;

To a child, a good example;

To your parents, gratitude and devotion;
To your mate, love and faithfulness;
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To all men and women, charity; and To God, \lder

Who | Am In Christ:

Author Unknown

When God spoke out of the burning bush in the
desert to Moses, Moses asked who he should say
had instructed and sent him .

And God said unto Moses, "I AM THAT | AM:"
and he said, "Thus shalt thou say

unto the children of Israel,

| AM hath sent me unto you." (Exodus 3:14)
When you are sharing God's love with another
you must remember who you

are. You may respond to the question,

"Who are you?," as follows;

| am a minister of the Gospel of Christ (2 Cbr2B, Romans 1:16)
| am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ (Ronati)

| am a witness (1 Thessalonians 2:10)

| am not my own (1 Corinthians 6:19)

| am not of this world (John 15:9)

| am not under the law (Galatians 5:18)

| am not a slave (Galatians 4:7)

| am not inferior (Job 13:2)

| am not alone (John 8:16, 16:32)

10. I am bold (2 Corinthians 11:21)

11. I am not ashamed of who | am (2 Tim 1:12)

12. 1 am an ambassador for Christ (1 Corinthia@6):

13. | am jealous for the saints with a godly jealoy2 Corinthians 11:2)
14. | am an intercessor who stands in the gap {Elz2R:30)

15. I am Christ's (1 Corinthians 3:23)

16. | am the friend of God (John 15:15)

17. 1 am a servant of God (1 Corinthians 9:19)

18. | am a part of the Body of Christ (1 Corintled®:27)

19. | am one of the saints in Christ Jesus. (RorighsGalatians 3:28)
20. | am the Bride of Jesus Christ (Revelation2-2D)

21. | am a fellow citizen with all the saints iretkingdom of God (Ephesians
2:19)

©CONOOGOAWNE
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22. 1 am the temple of the Lord and the Holy Sginiells within me
(1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19, 2 Corinthians 6:16, JbArY)

23. | am redeemed (Revelations 5:9)

24. | am bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:20)

25. | am Blood bought (1 Peter 1:19, Revelatio®3 5:

26. | am valuable to God (Matthew 10:31)

27. 1 am one in which God has an inheritance (Ejaims 1:18)

28. | am reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18)

29. | am made clean (John 13:10)

30. I am saved by the Gospel (1 Corinthians 15:2)

31. | am born again of incorruptible seed (1 P&i28)

32. | am a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)

33. lam in Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 1:30)

34. | am complete in Him (Colossians 2:10)

35. | am free from the control of man (1 Corintls&nh19)

36. | am free from sin (Romans 6:18,22)

37. 1 am free from the law of sin and death (Ronta@%

38. | am free from the curse of the law (Galatianis3)

39. | am free indeed (John 8:32-36)

40. | am called according to His purpose (RomaB8)8:

41. | am called into the fellowship of His Son (@r@thians 1:9)

42. 1 am called to peace (1 Corinthians 7:15)

43. | am called to liberty (Galatians 5:13)

44. | am called to His eternal glory (1 Peter 5:10)

45. 1 am God's field (1 Corinthians 3:9)

46. | am God's building (1 Corinthians 3:9)

47. 1 am a branch connected into the Vine JesusiGind His life flows
through me (John 15:5)

48. | am healed from my infirmities (1 Peter 2:B&iah 53:5)

49. | am immune from every sickness and diseasediEs<23:25,
Deuteronomy 7:15)

50. I am an epistle of Christ, written not with inkt by the Spirit of the living
God (2 Corinthians 3:3)

51. I am Abraham's seed (Galatians 3:29)

52. I am an heir according to the promises madébtaham. (Galatians 3:29)
53. I am part of a chosen generation (1 Peter 2:9)

54. | am a member of a royal priesthood (1 Pe&&¥ 2:

55. I am a citizen of a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9)

56. | am one of His own special people (1 Petey 2:9

57. 1 am an heir of God a joint heir with Jesusi§tiGalatians 4:7)
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58. | am member of the household of God (Ephe<al)

Philosophy Professor

There was a professor of philosophy who was a glemhmitted atheist. His
primary goal for one required class was to spencktitire semester attempting
to prove that God couldn't exist. His studentsensways afraid to argue with
him because of his impeccable logic.

For twenty years, he had taught this class anchecewer had the courage to
go against him. Sure, some had argued in clagsed, but no one had ever
really gone against him because of his reputation.

At the end of every semester on the last day, hddagay to his class of 300
students, "If there is anyone here who still belgein Jesus, stand up!" In
twenty years, no one had ever stood up. They kalest he was going to do
next. He would say, "Because anyone who beliavéxod is a fool. If God
existed, he could stop this piece of chalk fronirigtthe ground and breaking.
Such a simple task to prove that He is God, andHgaetan't do it." And every
year, he would drop the chalk onto the tile flobthe classroom and it would
shatter into a hundred pieces.

All of the students would do nothing but stop atades Most of the students
thought that God couldn't exist. Certainly, a nemtsf Christians had slipped
through, but for 20 years, they had been too atmgtand up.

Well, a few years ago there was a freshman whodregapto enroll. He was a
Christian, and had heard the stories about hiepsof. He was required to
take the class for his major, and he was afraidt f& three months that
semester, he prayed every morning that he would tie/courage to stand up
no matter what the professor said, or what thesdlasught. Nothing they said
could ever shatter his faith...he hoped.

Finally, the day came. The professor said, "Iféhe anyone here who still
believes in God, stand up!" The professor anctthgs of 300 people looked
at him, shocked, as he stood

up at the back of the classroom. The professantsdo"You FOOL!!! If God
existed, he would keep this piece of chalk fronakireg, when it hit the
ground!"
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He proceeded to drop the chalk, but as he didlppesd out of his fingers, off
his shirt cuff, onto the pleat of his pants, dowslag, and off his shoe. As it
hit the ground, it simply rolled away unbroken.

The professor's jaw dropped as he stared at tHie. cHa looked up at the
young man, and then ran out of the lecture hall.

The young man who had stood, proceeded to walkedront of the room and
shared his faith in Jesus for the next half h@00 students stayed and listened
as he told of God's love for them and of His potheough Jesus Christ Our
Lord.

Why go to church?

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a sigaper and complained
that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday.

"I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and irt tivae | have heard
something like 3,000 Sermons. But for the life &,rhcan't remember

a single one of them. So, | think I'm wasting ninye and the

pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all

This started a real controversy in the "LetterhEditor" column,

much to the delight of the editor. It went on fageks until someone
wrote this clincher: I've been married for 30 yaaosv. In that time my wife
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But for the life@flncannot recall

the entire menu for a single one of those meals! Ba know this: They

all nourished me and gave me the strength | netedéd my work. If my
wife had not given me these meals, | would be [iajisi dead today.
Likewise, if | had not gone to church for nourishryd would be spiritually
dead today!"

Poison
A long time ago in China, a girl named Li-Li got mad and went
To live with her husband and mother-in-law. In a&hort time, Li-Li

Found that she couldn't get along with her mothdaw at all. Their
personalities were very different, and Li-Li wagyared by many of her

mother-in-law's habits. In addition, she criticidaeli constantly. Days passed
days, and weeks passed weeks. Li-Li and her matHarm never stopped
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arguing and fighting. But what made  the situatisereworse was that,
according to ancient Chinese tradition, Li-Li hadbw to her mother-in-law
and obey her every wish. All the anger and unhaggsinn the house was
causing Li-Li's poor husband great distress. AmallLi could not stand her
mother-in-law's bad temper and dictatorship angéonand she decided to do
something about it.

Li-Li went to see her father's good friend, Mr. iHgawho sold herbs.
She told him the situation and asked if he woule dier some poison
So that she could solve the problem once and foval Huang thought

For a while, and finally said, "Li-Li, | will helyou solve your problem, but
you must listen to me and obey what | tell you."

Li-Li said, "Yes, Mr. Huang, | will do whatever ydell me to do. "Mr. Huang
went into the back room, and returned in a few r@swvith a package of
herbs. He told Li-Li, "You can't use a quick-actmgjson to get rid of your
mother-in-law, because that would cause people

to become suspicious. Therefore, | have given youmaber of herbs that will
slowly build up poison in her body. Every other gaigpare some delicious
meal and put a little of these herbs in her servMiayy, in order to make sure
that nobody suspects you when she dies, you musatrgecareful to act very
friendly towards her. Don't argue with her, obey éeery wish, and treat her
like a queen." Li-Li was so happy. She thanked Mrang and hurried home to
start her plot of murdering her mother-in-law.

Weeks went by, and months went by, and every athgrLi-Li served the
specially treated food to her mother-in-law. Shmembered what Mr. Huang
had said about avoiding suspicion, so she contrblés temper, obeyed her
mother-in-law, and treated her like her own motidter six months had
passed, the whole household had changed. Li-Lphnacticed controlling her
temper so much that she found that she almost m@¢enad or upset.

She hadn't had an argument with her mother-in4asi months because

she now seemed much kinder and easier to get albthgThe mother-in-law's
attitude toward Li-Li changed, and she began te lowLi like

her own daughter. She kept telling friends andixeda that Li-Li was
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the best daughter-in-law one could ever find. Lebd her mother-in-law
were now treating each other like a real motherdmdyhter. Li-Li's husband
was very happy to see what was happening.

One day, Li-Li came to see Mr. Huang and askedhi®help again.

She said, "Dear Mr. Huang, please help me to Keepadison from killing my
mother-in-law! She's changed into such a nice wqraad | love her like my
own mother. | do not want her to die because optiison | gave her."

Mr. Huang smiled and nodded his head. "Li-Li, tteer®thing to

Worry about. | never gave you any poison. The siedave you were
vitamins to improve her health. The only poison wagour mind and your
attitude toward her, but that has been all waske &y the love which you
gave to her."

You Say
You say: "It's impossible." God says: All thinge aossible. (Luke 8:27)
You say: "I'm too tired." God says: | will give yoeast. (Matthew 1:28-30)

You say: "Nobody really loves me." God says: | lgea. (John 3:16 & John
13:34)

You say: "l can't go on." God says: My grace idisigint. (Il Corinthians 12:9
& Psalms 91:15)

You say: "l can't figure things out." God saysuill direct your steps.
(Proverbs 3:5-6)

You say: "l can't do it." God says: You can datlaithgs. (Philippians 4:13)
You say: "I'm not able." God says: | am able. (dri@thians 9:8)
You say: "I'm not worth it. God says: It will be vl it. (Romans 8:28)

You say: "l can't forgive myself." God says: | FOR& YOU. (I John 1:9 &
Romans 8:1)

You say: "l can't manage." God says: | will suppllyyour needs. (Philippians
4:19)
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You say: "I'm afraid." God says: | have not giveruya spirit of fear. (Il
Timothy 1:7)

You say: "I'm always worried and frustrated." Gagss Cast all your cares on
ME. (I Peter 5:7)

You say: "l don't have enough faith." God say given everyone a
measure of faith (Romans 12:3)

You say: "I'm not smart enough." God says: | giga wisdom. (|
Corinthians 1:30)

You say: "l feel all alone." God says: | will reeave you or forsake you.
(Hebrews 13:5)

God Lives Under the Bed

My brother Kevin thinks God lives under his bed.|édst that's
what | heard him say one night.

He was praying out loud in his dark bedroom, astbpped
outside his closed door to listen. "Are you th&ed?" he said.
"Where are you? Oh, | see. Under the bed." | giygtetly and
tiptoed off to my own room.

Kevin's unique perspectives are often a sourcenofsament. But
that night something else lingered long after thenbr. | realized
for the first time the very different world Keviivés in.

He was born 30 years ago, mentally disabled asudt raf difficulties
during labor. Apart from his size (he's 6-footiPgre are few ways
in which he is an adult. He reasons and commursaaitis the
capabilities of a 7-year-old, and he always wilk Will probably
always believe that God lives under his bed, tlaait&Claus is the
one who fills the space under our tree every Qhast and that
airplanes stay up in the sky because angels daany.t

| remember wondering if Kevin realizes he is diiet. Is he ever
dissatisfied with his monotonous life? Up beforevdaach day,
off to work at a workshop for the disabled, homa&vedk our cocker
spaniel, return to eat his favorite macaroni-anelesle for dinner,
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and later to bed.

The only variation in the entire scheme is laundiyen he hovers
excitedly over our washing machine like a motheéhwer newborn
child. He does not seem dissatisfied. He lopedatite bus every
morning at 7:05, eager for a day of simple work.viHimgs his hands
excitedly while the water boils on the stove befdirener, and he
stays up late twice a week to gather our dirty ¢hyror his next
day's laundry chores.

And Saturdays -- oh, the bliss of Saturdays! Thhésday my
Dad takes Kevin to the airport to have a soft drim&tch the
planes land, and speculate loudly on the destimati@ach
passenger inside. "That one's going' to Chi-cateVin shouts
as he claps his hands.

His anticipation is so great he can hardly sleepray nights.
And so goes his world of daily rituals and weekéalll trips. He
doesn't know what it means to be discontent.

His life is simple. He will never know the entanglents of wealth
or power, and he does not care what brand of cigthe wears or
what kind of food he eats.

His needs have always been met, and he never wona¢ one
day they may not be.

His hands are diligent. Kevin is never so happwlasn he is
working. When he unloads the dishwasher or vacutmsarpet,
his heart is completely in it. He does not shrirdaf a job when it
Is begun, and he does not leave a job until inislied. But when
his tasks are done, Kevin knows how to relax. Heoisobsessed
with his work or the work of others.

His heart is pure. He still believes everyone t#struth, promises
must be kept, and when you are wrong, you apoldgstead of
argue. Free from pride and unconcerned with appeasaKevin

Is not afraid to cry when he is hurt, angry or goHe is always
transparent, always sincere. And he trusts God.

Not confined by intellectual reasoning, when he esito Christ, he
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comes as a child. Kevin seems to know God -- tityrba friends
with Him in a way that is difficult for an "educakeperson to grasp.
God seems like his closest companion.

In my moments of doubt and frustrations with my iStanity, |
envy the security Kevin has in his simple faithslthen that |
am most willing to admit that he has some divinevidedge that
rises above my mortal questions. It is then | reailhat perhaps
he is not the one with the handicap -- | am.

My obligations, my fear, my pride, my circumstaneethey
all become disabilities when | do not trust thenGtad's care.

Who knows if Kevin comprehends things | can neearn?

After all, he has spent his whole life in that kioidnnocence,
praying after dark and soaking up the goodnesdaedof God.
And one day, when the mysteries of heaven are dpamel we
are all amazed at how close God really is to oartsel'll realize
that God heard the simple prayers of a boy whebetl that God
lived under his bed. Kevin won't be surprised Kt al

Presents

A young man was getting ready to graduate fronegell For many months he
had admired a beautiful sports car in a dealeda/sfom, and knowing his
father could well afford it, he told him that wadkle wanted.

As Graduation Day approached, the young man awsiggs that his father

had purchased the car. Finally, on the morning-adigation, his father called
him into his private study. His father told him hgwoud he was to have such a
fine son and he told him how much he loved himhideded his son a
beautifully wrapped gift box. Curious, and somewdiaappointed, the young
man opened the box and found a lovely leather b&iinig with the young
man's name embossed in gold.

Angrily, he raised his voice to his father and salith all your money, all
you give me is a Bible?" Then the boy stormed duihe house leaving the
Bible there.
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Many years passed and the young man was very sfigcieshis business.

He had a beautiful home and a wonderful family. Beirealized that his father
was very old and he thought perhaps he should gmie amends with him.
He had not seen him since that Graduation Day.rBéfe could make the
arrangements to go he received a telegram telimglmat his father had
passed away and that he had willed all of his @3$seSs to his son. He needed
to come immediately and take care of things. Whearived at his father's
house a sudden sadness and regret filled his heart.

He began to search through his father's importapérs and there he saw it.
The still new Bible, just as he had left it yeage aWith tears he opened the
Bible and turned the pages. His father had cayetultlerlined a verse. Matt.
7:11. "And if ye being evil know how to give gooiitg to your children how
much more shall your Heavenly Father give to thwse ask Him?"

As he read those words, a car key dropped frorbdlek of the Bible. It had a
tag with the dealer's name on it. It was the saeaded who had the sports car
he had wanted so many years ago. On the tag wastb®f his graduation
and the words PAID IN FULL.

How many times do we miss God's blessings becheyeatre not in the
package that we expect?



