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Full credit given to Rob Bell Sex God- for the concepts
within this Bible Workshop.
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Angel or Animal — what it really means to be humaand a

Christian

Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day —hteaman to fish,

and you feed him

Today | am€nmot going to give you a fish — | anot going to tell you
what to do or give you solid answers.

| am not going to serve you fish for lunch!
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I’m going to do something better
than that.

| am going to teach you how to fish

— teach you how ténd the answers

to some of the most difficult
guestions about living every day as a
life long follower of Christ!

Because - one of the biggest
challenges | face - as a father of six
children, as a pastor, teacher and life
long follower of Christ — is how to
live andact throughout life.

And one of the most challenging
tasks to ever face a parent — let alone
a pastor in the 2icentury is



bringing up our children in theays of the Lord

| mean — whabehaviouris acceptable from my children?
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Do | expect them
to behave like
heavenly angels —
or alternatively
allow them to do
whatever they

- - -

want — acting on \
their impulses » i
and animal -
instincts.

What about drinking, smoking — dating, or god fdrbitattoos!

(And not just for my kids — but what about for me!)

One thing | do know, is that the Bible is to be gwde and
instruction through life.
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But even on this subject - |
don’t trust my own

conscience or understanding —
and make it a point — to allow
- the Bible todirect my

, thoughts and actions.
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= But the trouble with this is,
that | come from a very
zealous and religious
background.



I’d simply find the Scripture verses that appedtedy narrow point

of view and personality!

Come out from amongst them and be separate — ant tmt the
unclean thing! (This was one of my favourite velses

Be ye perfect — even as your Father in heavenrfsgie- was another.

The reality of all of this, is summed up by the si@Paul - having a
zealfor God, but without any real knowledge or undemsling.

And that’'s why the Psalmist cried out, ‘Lord keep from those sins
— those motivations and influences within my hedftat are hidden
even from my own understanding!
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| didn’t realise that the
drive behind my
Christian beliefs had less
to do with God and the
Bible — than it had to do
with me and my own

personality and character.

Not only have | been
known to be over zealous
— but also a perfectionist.

And this becomes
difficult when you
become a pastor and a
Bible teacher — because
any person in this
position has the ability to

I've gotta cut back on the caffeine
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influence the lives of manyrmanyother people.

Simply because | ran the risk of imposing my exatghs upon
others — and teaching them to behave like | did.

That's why | have come to realise that spirituatuméy and
emotional maturity are

inseparable twins sisters! N h . ‘
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| have met many people ..-—“h_'h . ' i
who claim to have spiritual .

maturity — and are teachers, ™ ' ' - a
leaders or even pastors — . ? :

but have very little 0,
emotional maturity or self |
awareness. ]

““'l..
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And the result is described &
many times throughout the §§
Bible — leaders, teachers "
and pastors who deceive -
and manipulate, leading many believers astray!

Emotional maturity and self awareness — just a®napt as spiritual
maturity and giftedness.

In fact, | would say -moreimportant!
In fact, | am sure that if | wasn’t a Christiarwduld be living my life
like an animal — succumbing and obeying my basesdrand

instincts.

| would be a workaholic.



But having come to Christ and then a pastor lIretve been known
to strive to livelike an angédl

And while it is good and proper that we strive éarcellence — one of
the challenges is that it can actually resultvmty the life of a
Pharisee —

...thinking | am better or more
superior than those ‘carnal’
Christians

... and that | don’t want to be
tainted by them or enjoy their
company.
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But what happens, and
especially when we expect our
children to behave like angels —

...I1s that one day they might
wake up and realise that they
simply can’t live up to those
standards, and the pendulum
swings the other way —

...and often they begin to live like animals — suremuy to their base
Instincts, urges and impulses —

...completely throwing away the impossible standanas were
placed before them in the first place.

All in the name of religion.



| don’t want to be so heavenly minded that | aneadhly use — or so
earthly influenced that | am of no heavenly use.

And neither do you.

But here’s the thing.
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We only have one go at bringing
up ourkids— and waeall want
them to become life-long
followers of Christ.

And if the expectations we place
on them are too high — we risk
pushing them over the edge ang
loosing them for good.

But if our expectations are too
low — we risk loosing them anyway — to the att@asi and impulses
of the world.

So — what are we to do — what example and modelar® give to
our children, to our neighbours, workmates and esttsf?
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Angel or Animal — what it really means to be
. human, and a Christian!

~ Now — let’s start at the beginning, in fact —
let’s start at Genesis — that actually means
beginnings



The Bible begins with God creating the world andrgthing in it.
God creates human-beinigsHis own image

The Hebrew word of image tselem- and it has a specific cultural
meaning.

The stories in Genesis originated in ancient Neestétn culture —
where a king was said to rule in tineageof his god.

The famous King Tut is an Egyptian example of this.

His full name is King Tutankhamen — when translategans, ‘The
living image of the god Amon’.

The king was seen as a living image of the godepeassented.

If you wanted to see what the god was like, and hewacted — you
looked at his image seé¢mrough
the king

In the same way, the writers of _
Genesis makes it clear that in all .. %

creation — there is something N -
different about humans. Y., S
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In fact, humans are the only
creatures who has been created |
with the knowledge that someda
we will die.

In fact — have you ever seenad
concerned that his life just isn’t |
going anywhere and it no longer has meaning?

LN



What about a cat reflecting on life — or a hors#ifg like he’s lost
his calling in life?

Some say this is evidence of our human soul oitspir
We were created to lbegherthan the animals.

We were created to be over-comers of our animéahicts, base
drives and urges.

When we deny the realm of God and fail to invitaven to earth in
our lives, or within our family —

...it i1s then that we revert to behaving like animakurrendering to
their level and succumbing to animalistic drived anpulses.

Out of control.
We weren’t created to be animals.
Animals surrender to their base instincts and dtive

We weren’t created to behave or act like animals.
We were created to be human

— in the image of a loving

God.
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In the book of Psalms, the
Bible says that God made
humans a ‘little lower than the
angels’.




Angels don’t have physical bodies like we do — valhtheir
temptations and trials.

Angels don’t live in families and have difficult ikdiren.
We weren’t created to be angels!
Did you hear what the Bible teaches?

We weren'’t created to behave like angels — orlikeethem — and
neither were your children.

That's grace — the grace of God.

Hugh Hefner — founder of the Playboy empire — vwdisrviewed by
Cathleen Falsani (a Christian writer looking at éiffects of Christian
upbringing upon adult behaviour).

Her conclusion, and Hugh Hefner’'s own conclusiotoashy he
ended up living a life of such animalistic debaugrend lust —

...I1s directly due to the religiously strict upbringirmposed upon him
by his Prohibitionist and Puritist parents -

— where hugging and kissing was banned from the fararid
strict religious and Christian standards of behawvigere
Imposed on a daily routine.

The conclusion: Living like angels can be just aeiful as living like
animals.

You see - when we deny the spiritual dimensionuoexistence, we
end up living like animals.

When we deny the physical dimension of our existenavhat it
means to be human — we end up living like angels.



God didn’t create us to be angels, and He dideaie us to be
animals either.
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Butwe aren't God, | ¥,
and we’re never going
to become God — but
in some distinct,
intentional way —
something of God
resides within each and every one of us.

God created us to be - k '
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Everybody, everywhere.
Bearers of the divine image of God!

And when we live
in harmony with
this image, and
reflect the glory and
nature of God
within —
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...It is thenthat our
lives are lifted into
the heavens — the
very realm where
God resides.




And we are at peace — experiencing the realityigf kingdom come’
— of heaven on earth!

But when we reject this image — and if you have é&ael a rebellious
teenager reject the image of God within — thenalogiady know —
that life can be living hell

You know, in the book of Psalms, it’s written thdte Lord has
established His throne in the heavens, and higdkimgrules over all.’

To the Jewish mind, heaven is not a fixed, unchangeographical
location somewhere other than on this earth.

Heaven is the realm, the place where things atgoasintended them
to be.

The place where things are under the rule and @&i@god.
And that place can be anywhere, anytime, with adybo

It's also written in the Psalms that, ‘The highlesavens belong to the
Lord, but the earth He has given to mankind.’

So, there is this realm
calledheavenwhere

things are as God intends
them to be — under the rule
and reign of God.
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But earth iIs different.

God has allowed for the
temporary existence of other kingdoms.



Other realms of authority.

The earttHe has given to mankind

Which means — we can do whatever we want.
We can livehoweverwe want.

That’'s God’s gift of sovereignty.

We can choose to live under the realm of God —gmmgnheaven to
earth.

Or we can choose not to — often resulting in angvinell.
Either can be invited to earth, right now — throwgin actions.
It's possible for heaven to invade earth.

It's also entirely possible for hell to invade daas well.
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And the one place of refuge — in history oftenexlh Sanctuary —
where people fully recognise
the reign of God — is within
the church.

In fact, the very first
Christians had a special
phrase to describe what
happens when people come
to respect and acknowledge
the image of God within
each other.



In the book of Ephesians, we read of a group opl@aho were
previously divided because of their race, backgdouvealth, socio-
economic status, worldview and religion.

One of the groups was made up of Jews, and the Gtieeks.

But they had now become united because they hbg@me life
long followers of the risen Christ!

These first Christians called themselves the ‘namdnity’.

You see, here’s the thing: In the beginning Gaatad us in His
image.

Then He created us to be
male and female.
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Then He gave us something
to do — to look after this
world and manage it on His
behalf — to move it forward —
taking part in the ongoing
creation of the world.

But before long, people

became divided — with

different languages, different

skin colours and different religions.

What we are called to do in the Church — is revérealownward fall
of humanity.



Where colour or language - status or wealth — Imavieearing upon
our love and acceptance of one another.

Where we respect and value the image of God wahaanother.
When heaven comes to earth.
Within our church — and within our families.

Because when we respect the image of God in othees protect the
image of God within ourselves.

Inviting heaven to earth.

Which takes us back to the beginning — to Genesldlze angels and
the animals — which were created before humans.

We’'re told in the first book of Genesis that Godated all this out of
chaos.

The earth was formless and void — and God bougl#raiut of it.
The famous Hebrew phrase for this formless voidhsi-va-vohu

Some translate this as
wild and waste
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Each thing God
creates and sets in
motion Is a stepway
from chaos and
disorder, towards
order and harmony.



God hasn’t finished with the creation process.

In fact, I'm thinking there might even be a needtfos process to
continue in your life, or the life of your family.

The first thing God commands His people to do im&3gs — is to
continue this process of creation — to care forammher, and to care
for this earth — to progress away from chaos tos/aaimpletion and
wholeness.

From wild and waste — to harmony and wholeness.

That’s the progression in many of our lives — ia lives of many of
our children and loved ones.

As human beings — and as Christians — as mums aa&l-d
grandmothers and grandfathers —

..either we’re helping God through our actions hfedstyle - and
working with Him on this journey towards wholeneser we're
heading in the opposite direction.

tohu-va-vohu
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In 1945, a group of British
soldiers liberated a
German concentration
camp called Bergen-
Belsen. One of them,
Lieutenant Colonel Mercin
Gonin — wrote his diary
what he encountered.

| can give no adequate



description of the Horror Camp in which my men amgkelf were to
spend the next month of our lives.

It was just a barren wilderness, as bare as aehic&up.

Corpses lay everywhere, some in huge piles, sorastthey lay
singly or in pairs where they had fallen.

It took a little time to get used to seeing menmea and children
collapse as you walked by them... One knew that 5@@yavere
dying, and that 500 a day would go on dying for kecleefore
anything we could do for them would make even tightest
difference.

One saw women drowning in their own vomit becausy were too
weak to turn over, men eating worms as they clut@balf loaf of
bread purely because they had to eat worms tahdethey hardly
knew the difference.

Piles of corpses,
naked and
obscene.

A living hell on
earth.

Living like
animals.
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However, it was

shortly after the

British Red Cross

arrived, though it may have no connection — thatrg large quantity
of lipstick arrived.



This was not at all what we wanted! We were scragrfor hundreds
and thousands of other things, and | don’t know asiced for
lipstick!

| wish so much that | could discover the person wiao- for | would
most surely want to thank them for their act ofestgenius, of
unadulterated brilliance!

| believe nothing did more for these prisoners thastick. Women
lay in bed with no sheets and no nightie but waarket red lips.

You saw them walking around with nothing but a #u-dear blanket
over their shoulders — but with scarlet red lips.

| saw a women dead on the post-mortem table, aridnad in her
hand was a piece of
lipstick.
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At last someone had
done something to
make them individuals
— no longer animals.

They were someone at
last. Simple lipstick
had restored their
dignity.

Because sometimes, the difference between heawkeheadin- might
just be a bit of lipstick.

Tohu-va-vohu.

God bless you.



