Rugby World Cup 

The Vicarious Christ - My Substitute Player
&
Shifting from Obligation to Desire
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Can we turn in our Bibles to Romans 1:20 - and as we do - we need to realise that this verse is a Gateway Scripture, a Key Verse that we should underline in our Bibles.

Someone read out:

God is found in many different ways, with creation pointing to His majesty and splendour.

However, while God can be found along many different paths and avenues,

...the question must be asked, 'What god have you found'.

Only the Bible gives God a name and shows His path of salvation.

Many of us don't have an extra 5 minutes each day to sit and read the Bible.

Our lives can be so pressured, so rushed and with so many demands upon our time and focus.

And yet Scripture describes itself as like water washing over our souls, cleansing and refreshing our minds and hearts. (Ephesians 5:26)

So, how about we take a few minutes, relax, focus our minds here this morning, and let God's Word wash over our hearts and minds.

The first passage is from Isaiah, written around 700 years before Christ.

This chapter, chapter 53 is prophetic, meaning it was a description given about the Messiah who was to come, of which Jesus perfectly fulfilled.

 Isaiah 53: 1- Who believes what we've heard and seen? Who would have thought God's saving power would look like this?
 2-6The servant grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, 
   a scrubby plant in a parched field.
There was nothing attractive about him, 
   nothing to cause us to take a second look.
He was looked down on and passed over, 
   a man who suffered, who knew pain firsthand.
One look at him and people turned away. 
   We looked down on him, thought he was scum.
But the fact is, it was our pains he carried— 
   our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us.
We thought he brought it on himself, 
   that God was punishing him for his own failures.
But it was our sins that did that to him, 
   that ripped and tore and crushed him—our sins!
He took the punishment, and that made us whole. 
   Through his bruises we get peace.
We're all like sheep who've wandered off and gotten lost. 
   We've all done our own thing, gone our own way.
And God has piled all our sins, everything we've done wrong, 
   on him, on him.
 7-9He was beaten, he was tortured, 
   but he didn't say a word.
Like a lamb taken to be slaughtered 
   and like a sheep being sheared, 
   he took it all in silence.
Justice miscarried, and he was led off— 
   and did anyone really know what was happening?
He died without a thought for his own welfare, 
   beaten bloody for the sins of all people.
They buried him with the wicked, 
   threw him in the grave of  a rich man,
Even though he'd never hurt a soul 
   or said one word that wasn't true.
 10Still, it's what God had in mind all along, 
   to crush him with pain.
The plan was that he give himself as an offering for sin 
   so that he'd see life come from it—life, life, and more life. 
   And God's plan will deeply prosper through him.
 11-12Out of that terrible travail of soul, 
   he'll see that it's worth it and be glad he did it.
Through what he experienced, my righteous one, my servant, 
   will make many more "righteous ones," 
   as he himself carries the burden of their sins.
Therefore I'll reward him extravagantly— 
   the best of everything, the highest honors—
Because he looked death in the face and didn't flinch, 
   because he embraced the company of the lowest.
He took on his own shoulders the sin of the many, 
   he took up the cause of all the black sheep.

Let's now turn to the New Testament, to the book of Romans.

Paul wrote this letter around 35ad to the church already existing in Rome.

It is a deeply theological book, with the main purpose of showing that Christ is God's way of salvation. 
Romans  5:  6-8Christ arrives right on time to save us. He didn't, and doesn't, wait for us to get ready. He presented himself for this sacrificial death when we were far too weak and rebellious to do anything to get ourselves ready. And even if we hadn't been so weak, we wouldn't have known what to do anyway. We can understand someone dying for a person worth dying for, and we can understand how someone good and noble could inspire us to selfless sacrifice. But God put his love on the line for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.
 9-11Now that we are set right with God by means of this sacrificial death, the consummate blood sacrifice, there is no longer a question of being at odds with God in any way. If, when we were at our worst, we were put on friendly terms with God by the sacrificial death of his Son, now that we're at our best, just think of how our lives will expand and deepen by means of his resurrection life! Now that we have actually received this amazing friendship with God, we are no longer content to simply say it in plodding prose. We sing and shout our praises to God through Jesus, the Messiah!
 12-14You know the story of how Adam landed us in the dilemma we're in— first sin, then death, and no one exempt from either sin or death. That sin disturbed relations with God in everything and everyone, but the extent of the disturbance was not clear until God spelled it out in detail to Moses. So death, this huge abyss separating us from God, dominated the landscape from Adam to Moses. Even those who didn't sin precisely as Adam did by disobeying a specific command of God still had to experience this termination of life, this separation from God. But Adam, who got us into this, also points ahead to the One who will get us out of it.
 15-17Yet the rescuing gift is not exactly parallel to the death-dealing sin. If one man's sin put crowds of people at the dead-end abyss of separation from God, just think what God's gift poured through one man, Jesus Christ, will do! There's no comparison between that death-dealing sin and this generous, life-giving gift. The verdict on that one sin was the death sentence; the verdict on the many sins that followed was this wonderful life sentence. If death got the upper hand through one man's wrongdoing, can you imagine the breathtaking recovery life makes, sovereign life, in those who grasp with both hands this wildly extravagant life-gift, this grand setting-everything-right, that the one man Jesus Christ provides?
 18-19Here it is in a nutshell: Just as one person did it wrong and got us in all this trouble with sin and death, another person did it right and got us out of it. But more than just getting us out of trouble, he got us into life! One man said no to God and put many people in the wrong; one man said yes to God and put many in the right.
________________________________
Let's pray together and settle our hearts and minds before God's eternal Word this morning. 

Wasn't the game amazing last Sunday night!

And what about tonight!!!

New Zealand verses France!

______________________________________


You know we couldn't let the World Cup pass without somehow using Rugby as an example or metaphor of deeper spiritual truths!

In fact during the week I was reading the Bible in the New Testament,

.. and I was surprised how many times the Biblical writers used examples of sporting events occurring at that same time, 

..even examples from heathen nations such as Greece - which was regarded by Christians as a cesspit of sin and soulful living.

And the apostle Paul who wrote most of the New Testament,
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... refers many times to the ancient Hellenistic Olympic Games that had already been in existence for almost 800 years prior to the birth of Christ.

Everyone in Israel and the Mediterranean knew the training and preparation for the Olympic games operated 24/7,

...in preparation for this most famous of all sporting events that still occurs today. 

Referring to the Olympic Games, Paul says in Acts 20:24 - 

...I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the lord Jesus has given me— the task of testifying to the gospel of god’s grace.

In 1Co 9:24 he says, do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? run in such a way as to get the prize.

Then in Galatians 5:7 - you were running a good race. who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth?

In 2Ti 4:7 he says,  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

And then in a statement that could have been taken from the Olympic Advertising Committee itself, 

...Paul uses the imagery of the Olympic Arena to describe the spiritual dynamics of the Christian life. 
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Heb 12:1 therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.

And so this morning,

...not in any kind of a 'cheap gimmick'...

... of trying to force Biblical truths upon the example of the World Cup...

...in some attempt to appear relevant...

...I honestly believe that the Lord is able to teach us -  

...one of the most significant and liberating spiritual lessons...

...by using the All Blacks and the Rugby World Cup 2011 as an example and metaphor of a deeper spiritual truth. 

You see, all the examples and teaching of the New Testament can be boiled down to this one main purpose...

 - found in Romans 12:1-2. (Read out.)

Look up and read out Gateway Scriptures, Key verses:

Why do our minds need to be renewed?

You see, none of us are born Christian. (Psalm 51:5).

To be a Christian we must be born-again (John 3:3).

The Bible says - as cute as we were, that every human is born with a nature bent towards sin and spiritual death. (Romans 3:23)

The role of the Bible, and of the Holy Spirit - and my goal too - is to help us towards Spiritual freedom and life...

...by changing the attitudes of our heart and minds, towards ourselves, others, towards the world, and towards God. 

Romans 12:1-2 tells us to be like living sacrifices - 

...who willingly place our lives upon the altar of sacrifice to love and follow God.

The trouble with a living sacrifice, is that it keeps climbing off the altar!

As humans we can be slow learners. 

God begins to do a work in our lives, and we run away.

He begins to mature us, to change some of our long-held but maladaptive beliefs about life and reality - 

...and we resist to the death. 

The hideous nature about sin is that we return to it time and time like a dog to vomit. (2nd Peter 2:22)

We think it is enjoyable, but the end result - the consequence - is always death in one form or another. (Romans 6:23)

That is the hideous deception of sin. 

It is sugar candy laced with arsenic. 

It is really hard to change our belief structure, our core beliefs.

Everything in our body is hardwired to reject and pull away from pain and change. 

Renewing our minds happens little by little, truth by truth - as we listen and follow the teachings of Jesus.  (Isaiah 28:9-10)

One of the keys to the success of Jesus teaching, 

...was that He also used parables, 

...examples from everyday life - 

...so that people could identify and understand the message he was giving.

And so did the apostle Paul who wrote the majority of the New Testament.

And so, what we need to do today, is to be like Jesus  - and like Paul - 

...and see if there are any parallels or parables that we too can use - 

...that are easily understood - 

...that we can use to explain the same points that Jesus did - 2000 years ago. 

And I believe there is - within the World Cup 2011.

In fact it is such an important and vital spiritual truth for us to learn, that it will also allow us to 'rightly divide' the Word of truth. (2nd Timothy 2:15)

And so I want to introduce you to a word that might be new for some of us.

It is a theological word.

The word is Vicarious.

Basically, Vicarious means substitute. 

When we read from Isaiah and Romans - we were describing the Vicarious nature of Christ. 

And this word is vitally important for each of us here today...

...because the heart of the Gospel, 

...the foundation of Christianity is that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you and for me...

...to forgive our sins, to restore the broken relationship between us and God and to assure us of eternal life. 

The Vicarious Christ means that He died in your place. 

However, this doesn't go quite far enough.

Because an absence of realising Christ was our total and complete vicarious substitute, 

...will manifest itself in Christians who are performance driven, 

...who are critical of themselves and others, 

...who strive after obedience to laws, rules, obedience and perfection,

 - rather than grace, freedom, mercy and contentedness.

 It will result in a feeling that we are 'better' than others, especially non-Christians.

Christians who haven't yet had a revelation from God about Christ's completed work of grace -

... will constantly feel they aren't good enough and have to strive to be better... 

...be more holy and more dedicated, 

...who in their heart of hearts cannot understand what Jesus meant when He said his yoke is easy and His burden is light.

...these are often those who have not yet grasped this concept. .

Because we have not yet been renewed by the transforming of our minds. 

We are on the right path, but we need directions to go the rest of the way. 

And so, if we can have a revelation of this by God's Holy Spirit into our hearts and minds this morning - 

...it will actually have an immense impact upon your life, 

...your self-image, 

...your peace, 

...your relationship with others, 

...with yourself and with God. 

This reminds me of a man called Horatio Spafford who lived in Chicago with his wife and five children. 

Early in their marriage their only son died. 

Then in 1871 they experienced the great Chicago fire that destroyed both their church and most of the city. 

Horatio and his family devoted many hours to rebuilding the city, encouraging both friends and family to look to God in their pain. 

Nearing exhaustion, Horatio sent his wife and four daughters ahead on a boat to England, to rest and recuperate. 

Horatio was to follow a few weeks later. 

Tragedy struck and the boat containing Horatio’s wife and daughters sank. 

Horatio received a cable from his wife, it only contained two words ‘saved alone’.  

Horatio set sail immediately for England, and as the boat passed over where his four daughters had died, it stopped, 

and Horatio went bellow deck and wrote the words to a well known hymn – It is well with my soul.

_________________________________


This morning I want to plant some seeds into your minds, and pray God the devil doesn't snatch them away. (Luke 8:5-15)

The Vicarious nature of Jesus is perfectly illustrated in the All Blacks rugby team, 

...and if we can get  this, the foundation and journey of our relationship with God and others can have a significant effect.

Let me explain -!-

Tell me - the match last night between Whales and Australia to determine the bronze winning country - who won?

Australia won!

What about the match tonight between New Zealand and France, which country is going to win?

New Zealand!

By what point margin do you think New Zealand will win over France?

But - hang on a minute.

This is where it gets a little confusing. 

We're saying that Australia won the bronze last night and New Zealand will win the gold tonight.

That we will win the World Cup.

But I didn't see any of you on the field last Sunday night when we won over Australia...

...and I'm quite sure I won't see any of you on the field tonight either. 

It wasn't me - or you -  who is up at 5am each morning...

...training, exercising, eating a special diet, undergoing a stringent fitness test.

It isn't you or me getting sprigs in our faces, getting slammed on our backs and having our ears mutated to look like cauliflowers.

How on earth can 'we' be the winners when we've never stepped foot on the field at Eden Park?

The All Blacks are our representatives, they are playing the game on our behalf.

The All Blacks are our Vicarious substitutes. 

Whether we win or lose is entirely out of our hands.

Jesus fort death and hell on our behalf, in our place.

We didn't contribute anything to His fight and His victory. 

He perfectly paid the price of our sins and presented us as acceptable and holy in the sight of God.

He won the victor's crown on our behalf.

You see, we all get that - don't we.

It's nothing new to many of us. 

And the sad thing, is that most evangelical Christians know this...

..but it goes no further.

But, it isn't enough.

There is more - much more for us to grasp and understand.

Because if we grasp the deeper truths of Christ's vicarious life and death...

- we will be freed from the sense of serving and sacrificing out of obligation...

..and instead our Christianity, our sacrifices and our service to God will be our greatest joy and privilege.

Here's a really simple test to find out if you are serving and following Christ out of obligation the morning, rather than out of a heart's desire.

If you are here, but wish you were somewhere else. 

Christ is my substitute for everything I have ever done.





























And while it is good for us to also use the same parables that Jesus used,

... sometimes these examples get lost in translation. 

The parable of the Prodigal Son is a good example, 

...who left his father's estate and ended up squandering all his money and living with the pigs.

Along with the Good Samaritan, it is one of the most widely known parables in non-Christian circles as well.

But the true meanings of these parables are often completely over-looked or misunderstood, as the Prodigal Son reveals. 

Now, although we know that living in a pig-sty must be a pretty horrible thing.

But do we know why this was especially deplorable and disgusting to the Jews and those who heard Jesus speak this parable 2000 years ago...

...so much that today, the children's story of the 'Three little Pigs' is also seen as offensive to some devout Jews?

Because - if we aren't familiar with the culture and customs of 1st century Israel, we are missing out of some key principles and understandings

The Torah is the first five books of the Old Testament and are considered to be the books of law and living for the devout Jew.

Within the Torah, pigs are classified as non-Kosher, meaning they are not-clean and cannot be eaten, as commanded in Deuteronomy 14:8.

[image: http://www.wackyarchives.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/pig_015.jpg]Why are they not clean?  

Well, for any animal to be perfectly clean for Jews,

...it must have cloven hooves,

...and must also regurgitate it's food - as cows and sheep do.

These two traits are vitally important, first on a purely physical level for those living in the often arid countryside of 1st century Judaism.

At that time, cloven hooves were the desired method of travel, upon camels  - 

...as it allowed the camels to travel anywhere and grip any surface. 
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The ability to chew the cud and regurgitate food is also vitally important in places where there isn't a lot of food, 

...and every possible molecule of moisture and goodness needs to be able to be easily digested by those who can chew the cud.

The spiritual reason for animals to be considered clean if they 'chew the cud'...

... is because this is seen to represent a person who listens to God's laws, 

...feeds upon them, and then bring them back to feed upon time and time again.

The reason for cloven hooves,

...is that it represents the parting in two of the Red Sea as the Israelites fled from Egyptian slavery,

...it represents the two slabs containing the Ten Commandments, 

...and it represents God who walks between the animal sacrifices offered on the temple altar. (Gen 15:17)

The pig, while having cloven hooves, 

...does not 'chew its cud', making it unclean - as it only has one of the two traits necessary - 

...and only the trait that is outward and can be seen easily. 

If you see a pig lying down - it seems to spread out its legs and hooves for all to see.

So, here it is - displaying it's holiness in a bold and arrogant fashion, and yet it does not chew the cud.

It is the only animal in the world who has cloven hooves, but does not chew the cud. 

In other words, the pig pretends that it represents holiness and seeking after God by its cloven hooves,

...yet it does not have the other requirement of chewing the cud and  feeding time and time again on God's laws.

Pigs represent hypocrisy, arrogance, pride and deception - 

...of those who on the outside display their godliness but on the inside are far from following God. 

Matthew 15:8 says - with their lips they praise me, but in their hearts they are far away. 

So, if you are like Jesus - telling a story or a parable to a group of people, 

...it kinda loses its impact if you have to stop and explain it, 

...or give a history lesson first!

And so it is today.

Some of the parables that Jesus used to explain an eternal or spiritual principle are quite easy for us to understand.

And others, like I said before - get lost in translation.









































Jesus didn't just die in our place, or play the game on our behalf.

It was you and I who were on the playing field of life.

We were separated from God.

'You used to be like all the rest, seperated from God....

But all our efforts fell short.  (Romans 5:8)

And it was then that we realised Jesus died for you, and He died for me.

And we became believers, follows of Jesus. 

We are now on God's side - the winning side, and we are teamed up with Christ! 

This explains the majority of Christians alive today.

But, let me tell you what happens next, in the second half of the game.

In the middle of the game, we get red-carded!

Sometimes this comes through disappointment with Christians or the church.

Sometimes we leave the game because we are upset or disillusioned.

Sometimes we just run out of energy and can't play anymore.

And most of the time, it is the best thing that ever happens to us...

...because we are no longer performing.

No longer doing it on our own strength.

No longer able to assert our own will and plans upon God.

We get knocked out of the game and get substituted.

And, our substitution is none other than Christ Himself.

We realise that Christ is playing the game in my place.

But - here's the most important thing. 

Christ is not playing the game for me...

But - AS me.

He is my subsititue.

I pray that you are at a place in your Christian journey where you are able to accept and understand this.

If you aren't, then at least a seed will be planted. 

Christ didn't just die for you.

He died AS you.

He didn't just live a perfect life for you.

He lived it AS you!

He took your place in life, so that when the Father looks at you, all He sees is His Son.

But here's the thing...

...many of us know that Jesus lived His life in my place, AS me.

When we were babies, Jesus lived in my place, AS me.

As a young person, Jesus lived a perfect life in my place, AS me.

All those years before I knew Christ, Jesus lived a perfect life in my place, AS me.

But here's what's most important, and what many Christians have not come to realise.

When we come to God and receive Jesus as Savior and Lord, 

...He CONTINUES to live the perfect life for God, in our place - AS you and AS me.

We could no more please God in our own efforts - or earn His approval before we became a Christian, 

...than we can AFTER having become a Christian.

Like the words of the song -!- nothing you can do - can make Him love you more, and nothing that you've done - can make Him close the door. 

So if that is the case, what is the need of obedience to God.

We might as well go out into the world and have a good time, 

...rather than be restricted by trying to please God - especially is that is futile.

You see, that's what many Christians think.

And that is also why so many mature Christians are afraid to teach about this,

...because it can be easily twisted and in doing so risk losing our children to the world. 

In fact after I shared a little of this around 7 years ago, 

...I had a ring from an angry parent because their teenager told them that I said she didn't have to obey God anymore!

Many people think that we stay away from sin and follow God to make HIM happy.

And while it does, another main reason is that it will make US happy!

Sadly, many have swallowed the first lie of any sin - that it will make us happy fulfilled.

It doesn't.

That sin will actually kill you.

What ever it is in your life that you surrender to, that you know isn't good for you - its only purpose is to kill you and bring you death.

Death of respect, death of your conscious, death of trust, death of a relationship, death of your marriage, death of your employment, death of your peace, and death to your spirit - soul and emotions. 

Just because we are free from the curse of God - doesn't mean we can go out and do whatever we want. 

That is why paul says in Galatians 5:13 that we should not use our new found freedom in Christ to cause us to sin.

Liberty is not a license to sin!

Because if you get a person who on the outside follows God but on the inside is far from him.

The end result is like that pig who displays his trotters for all to see, but doesn't chew the cud.

That's because it's almost impossible to tell who is really following the Lord in their hearts, out of obligation, or out of a heart of true desire.

Both have trotters.

That means a person who loves God in their heart, and someone who only llloves God on the surrrface - will both do pretty much the same things, and live very similar lives.

But once we really understand and accept the Vicarious nature of Christ...

..a lot changes.

We are content to be and accept ourselves, even though others may judge us.

We realise that the Scripture that says, 'be ye perfect as your father in heaven is perfect', actually means to 'be ye authentic and true to yourself.'

The striving ceases.

Those self-condemning voices in your head lose their bite and venom.

On the topic of self-talk, it is important at times to write down the accusing voices in your head.

What are some of these accusations that Christians - in fact - all people live with?

You will never be good enough
People can see you're a fake
God doesn't really love or care for you!

And what do you notice about these statements?

They do not begin with the pronoun 'I'.

If they were from yourself, they'd start with an 'I', but they don't - they start with a 'you' - meaning the source or origin of them is not from your own making. 

Revelations mentions our enemy, the accuser of our souls. 
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You and I are asked to leave the field of performance to earn our salvation, we are given a red-card. [image: Yellow peril: Coles is given his marching orders
Sportsmail's Chris Foy in Dunedin writes: England have struggled to handle the ferocity of the Argentina pack and must be relieved that the Pumas have]

Many of us think it is just a yellow card and we have this tendency to return to the game after a short while - to re-earn our salvation and to make God happy with us because of how well we play and perform. 

 

As soon as we add just one part of our goodness, or think we are worthy of God's favour - we nullify the gift of free-life and atonement. 

James 2:10

Example, this piece of string represents our goodness, our connection with God based on our own goodness and efforts.

On the side nearest to the left, are the little sins (What are they?). On the right are the BIGGER sins (What are they?).matter where we cut the string, the result is the same. 

We fall short of God's standards.  (For ALL have sinned and fall short of the standards of God).

That's the worst news you will ever hear.

And it is also the best news. 

Vicarious Christ. 

Christ is our substitute. 

And when Christ is our substitute, we no longer do things out of obligation.

Obligation means you do something because you feel it is your duty and you have to do it, otherwise you might be rejected by God.

Sometimes we keep coming to church out of obligation.

The opposite and positive attitude is one of desire. 

Although it's important to realise that we still have responsibilities that we must fulfil regardless of whether we feel like it or not. 

However, there is an easy to know if you are here at church this morning out of obligation or desire.

Identifying and over-coming Christian obligation. 

Obligation is when you do something because you feel it is your duty.

Obligation is like the swine who displays his cloven hooves, his outward actions of spirituality, but on the inside is unable to chew the cud and digest the heart of God in their own heart. 

Journey, you realise God accepts you - even if you don't do those things you feel you have been obliged to do.

So, for a while - you might stop doing those things entirely. 

You may wonder if God will still love you if you don't go to church, pray or tithe.

Once you realise He still loves you - there may be a period of time when you don't do these things, and then desire takes over.

You actually begin to want to do those things, but with a new heart, no longer like a non-kosher swine. 

When we realise what it is to be in Christ, we will love sinners as He loved them, we will accept others as He accepted others.

We will love and live as Christ.









Bible Study

Complete a section of the Bible study each day, or all at once. 

Monday
[image: http://prphoto.com/troop57/imagefiles-57/CampfireAnimated.gif]

Warming up to God: 

We all get tired of the same old routine at times. That is a natural part of life. At times like this, it is our duty and responsibility to fulfil the roles we have taken in life. To withdraw or abscond would be wrong. 

However, what areas of your life do you feel you are simply 'going through the motions', and doing by obligation? 

Be honest with yourself. God knows your heart, and ask Him to help you be true to yourself and to Him.
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
[image: http://i363.photobucket.com/albums/oo76/aanches/animated-book.gif]............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Tuesday

Read:  	

Look up these Bible references and meditate upon them.    Highlight or underline any verses or words that speak to you. 

Revelations 2:1 to 3.

Matthew 15:8

Wednesday

Discover the Word:
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1. How are perseverance and maturity developed in us by enduring trials (verses 3 to 4)?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2. Under pressure, how does the faithful Christian (described in verses 5 to 6) contrast with the person described in verses 6 to 8?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3. In the context of trials and perseverance why does James contrast rich and poor Christians (verses 9 to 11)?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

4. How are temptations different from trials (verses 2 to 16)?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

5. How is God the ultimate example of goodness and dependability (verses 16 to 18)?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Thursday

Applying the Word: 
[image: http://www.gifmania.co.uk/flowers/watering-can/watering_flowers_md.gif]
1. What difficult experiences have increased your perseverance and maturity?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2. In what ways do you tend to rely on your possessions?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 3. Think of trials or temptations you are currently facing. How can this passage encourage you to depend on God?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Friday

Responding in Prayer:
[image: http://www.animationgold.com/praying_hands.gif]
Set time aside to read this booklet again, both the Bible Workshop and the Study you have completed.

Take time now to talk to God about your needs. Ask Him to help you be more like Him in His goodness and dependability.  

You may want to write down anything significant that God speaks to you about, action you need to take, or decisions you have come to make.

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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